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PREFACE. 



The little work which the reader holds 
in his hand Owes its origin to the fol- 
lowing circumstances. In the beginning 
of the present year, the author, a clergy- 
man of the Establishment in Jamaica, 
was suffering under the effects of severe 
and long-continued indisposition, when 
an opportunity offered of his making an 
excursion to the island of Haiti. Cap- 
tain Owen, of His Majesty's ship the 
Thunder, was preparing to visit that 
country, in order to complete the survey 
of a portion of its southern coast. 
The author was kindly invited by him, 

a 
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and by his friend. Lieutenant Allen, 
and the officers of the Thunders gun- 
room, to accompany them for the benefit 
of his health. During his absence from 
the sphere of his duties, a journal was 
kept of everything which was judged to 
carry with it the slightest degree of in- 
terest. At the time, nothing certainly 
could be farther from the author*s 
thoughts, than that these hasty notes 
should be permitted to see the light. 
Observing however, particularly since 
his arrival in England, how imperfect 
and unsatisfactory was the information 
upon subjects connected with the present 
state of Haiti, and how tinctured with 
unjust prejudice, and the spirit of party, 
was the little that was known ; above all 
anxiously desirous of pointing out the 
moral destitution of that benighted land, 
and of stirring up some feeling of inter- 
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est about Ae spiritoal welfare of its 
people among the members of the chris- 
tian community, he determined to lay 
before the public the result of his obser- 
vations during the excursion of which he 
has already made mention. 

Upon reriev^ng the journal he had 
kept, with this intent, he found that the 
information it contained was not of a 
nature to admit of arrangement in any 
r^ularly digested plan : that to publish 
it at all, it was necessary to publish 
it as it had been originally written, 
as the rapid and unconnected notes of 
a transient visitor. From this it will 
be seen that the only merit claimed for 
the present publication is that of truth 
and impartiality in relating the circum- 
stances which fell under the author's 
personal observation. What general de- 
ductions may be drawn from his rambling 

a 2 
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narrative, and what support it 
lend to this or that theory regan 
the important question of the aboli 
of slavery, it is for abler and y 
men than himself to say. Satisfied 
the testimony of a clear conscic 
that he has written without fear 
favour, or bias of any kind, the th 
which he saw and heard, often when 
tended to overthrow his own pre 
ceived opinions, he leaves his rcadei 
gather from the work itself whatever 
formation or amusement it is calcul 
to afford. 



WmcilBtTIK, 
DiCBMBBK, 1835. 



P.S. Since the foregoing Preface 
written, it has. been deemed expedier 



prefix to die ^Notses' an 'Histaical 
Sketch of die Ishnd of HaitL' The au- 
thor has carefully drawn his matpnak 
for this undertaking from the most re- 
spectable and authentic sources. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 



OF THE 



ISLAND OF HAITI. 



The Island of Haiti, called by Chris- 
topher Columbus, its discoverer, Hispa- 
niola, and subsequently by the French 
St. Domingo, is situated between the 
17th and 20th parallds of north latitude, 
and the 68th and 75th of west lon^tude, 
from Greenwich. The name Haiti, which 
is the only one in use among the natives, 
is the primitive name of this extensive 
country, and signifies in the language of 
its aborigines '' mountainous land.'' 
The climate of Haiti, like that of all 
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tropical countries, is hot in the plai 
and upon the sea-coast, but the mou 
tainous districts of the interior are ddigb 
fully cool and salubrious. Among the 
(and they constitute by far the largi 
portion of the island,) an almost endlc 
variety of hills and valleys, woods ai 
rivers presents itself. ^ From this circui 
stance, as well as from the exuberant fc 
tility of its soil, Haiti has justly been di 
nified with the title of ^Ma Reine d 
Antilles. '* 

A stranger to human nature mig 
imagine that amid the enchanting scene 
with which such a country abounds, m 
would lay aside the pride and feroci 
which characterize him under less favoi 
able circumstances, or that at least t 
more amiable qualities of his nati 
would there predominate. But alas I i 

> Moreau de St. M^ry. 
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dijSierent is the conclusion to which the 
Word of God and the testimony of ex- 
perience conduct us. The history of the 
island of Haiti, from the first day of its 
visitation by the self-styled civilized Euro- 
pean to the present time, presents no ex- 
ception to the universality of the de- 
daratioa — ** The mouth (of men) is full 
of cursing and bitterness, their feet are 
swift to shed blood." 

The ** auri sacra fames, " which was 
the grand actuating principle of the 
Spanish adventurers who first obtained a 
footing in the island, found abundant 
food while the aborigines remained to 
labour in the mines for their unfeeling 
conquerors . But this indolent and simple 
people, enervated by the warmth of their 
climate, unaccustomed to the laborious 
exertions of industry, and with constitu- 
tions naturally feeble, soon sunk beneath 
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the iron yoke of oppression. ^ It wer& 
impossible in the present rapid sketch t<^ 
enumerate the hundredth part of th^ 
horrible cruelties perpetrated by the Spa- 
niards upon the defenceless victims of 
their tyranny. Suffice it to mention the 
terrible fact recorded by Benzoni,^ that of 
two millions of inhabitants contained in 
the island when discovered by Columbus 
in I492y scarcely one hundred and fifty 
were left alive in 1545. To compensate 
for this frightful waste of human life, 
and to obtain afresh supply of labourers, 
the idea suggested itself to the minds of 
the Spaniards of transporting n^ro slaves 
from Africa, who being of stronger habit 
of body than the Indian natives, might 
sustain the toils under which they had 
sunk.' 

' Robertaon— HifLAmcr. B. II. III. 

' One of the earliest ntTigatori to " the New World." 

* It hat been cuttotnary to attribute the flrit suggestion 
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Soon after the adoption of this scheme 
the mines of Haiti began to diminish in 
importance, those upon the continent 
yielding a richer and ampler supply of 
the precious metal. This circumstance, 
combined with the difficulty of rendering 
the negroes efficient miners, induced the 
Spanish colonists to direct their attention 
to another and more lasting soui^ of 



of tranq^Kirting pegroes from their native country, m slaves, 
to the celebrated Bartholomew de las Casas. "This odious 
accusation," says a Haitian writer, " has been reiterated 
by Robertson, Raynal, Marmontel and other authors, on 
the strength of a passage in the writings of Herrera. But 
the Abb^ Gr^goire has sufficiently proved that the in&mous 
traffic in negro slaves was begun in Europe by the Portu- 
gese at least thirty years before the birth of las Casas." 

It must be matter of sincere rejoicing to every British 
Christian, that the foul stain of slavery is at length removed 
from the page of his country's history — that Britain, fore- 
most in sending the Gospel to "the dark places of the 
earth, " is also foremost in exemplifying the blessed effects 
which a sincere reception of that Gospel never fails to 
produce. " Happy is that people that is in such a case ; 
yea happy is that people, whose God is the Lord. " — 
Psalm czliv. 15. 
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wealthy viz. the cultivation of the soil. 
In this occupation the negroes have now 
been so long engaged, throughout all the 
islands of the western archipelago, that 
the original purpose of their importation 
has well nigh been forgotten. 

The sugar-cane was introduced into 
Haiti from the Canary Islands in the 
year 1506, and so rapid was its increase, 
that in 1516 no less than forty mills 
were in full activity. ^ About the same 
time horned cattle were brought from 
Spain. In 1587 thirty-fiye thousand 
hides were exported from the island. 
Besides these, cocoa, ginger, cassia, 
cotton, tobacco and woods for dyeing 
were furnished in abundance. 

So great a promise of lasting prosperity 
at this early period in the history of the 

1 G^Qgrapbie de Pile d' Haiti, par B. Ardouin. Port 
Au-prince, 16S2. 
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colony could not but excite our admira- 
tion, were it possible to forget the un- 
hallowed traffic in which it originated, 
and the sufferings of those, who to satisfy 
the rapacity of the colonists, were doomed 
to all the miseries of hopeless bondage. 
It may readily be conceived that the 
Spaniards of Haiti, who had been accus- 
tomed to regard the Indians as little better 
than beasts of burthen, would entertain 
no higher opinion of those whom they 
substituted for them. It can in fact be 
attributed only to the greater hardihood 
of the negroes, and the constant accession 
of new supplies from the coasts of Africa, 
that they did not utterly perish like their 
hapless predecessors. The conduct of 
their tyrants however brought with it, to 
a certain extent, its own punishment. 
The negroes rebelled, and though in the 
end reduced, their subjugation was not 
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effected without serious, and in some re- 
spects, irreparable loss to the infant colony. 
Nor was this the only punishment with 
which He, who has said *^ Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, '' visited the colonists. 
In consequence of the demolition, by order 
of the Spanish Court, of certain sea-ports 
upon the western part of the island,^ 
a set of lawless desperadoes, known by 
the name of Buccaneers, established them- 
selves first upon the small island of Tor- 
tuga, and afterwards upon the main-land. 
This horde of pirates, composed prin- 
cipally of French with a few English 
intermixed, carried on a blopdy and de- 
structive warfare for many years with the 
Spanish colonists, devastating their towns 

1 This was a piece of vengeance, worthy of that barbarous 
age, executed by the Government of Spain upon its subjects 
in Haiti, in order to marlc in the strongest manner its 
displeasure at sundry acts of smuggling committed by the 
colonists.— -G^rapbie de Tile d' Haiti. 



and fdantatioiw, and almcfit vinmilannsr 
their commerce. In the ^^nd the -v^f^i^rn 
pcHtion of the island wjw wfi^fta^ rr.m 
the Sfmnkh dominion, anrt -iniTi*^ V/ vr^f. 
empire of France. 

The wretched poliry of Oi^ %jar.::^ 
Court, which maxnly ocr!Mr.cftd ^jtj*:^ 
misfortunes br the har^ tr»a.0xsis:&*: n 
exhibited to its sahjerti in. H.\iTl, hiA b^- 
the withholding from tiu»n its rr/fifit«rti;fcn':^ 
and protecdoB, contfniied to ^p^ratie moi^ 
and more to their pr^iifiia. Thv fwrt 
was, that the rast and irxcr(a.^ing p/^s- 
sessions of Spain upon the Ameiicau con. 
tinent b^an to engrotf her attention, and 
her island colonies were treated with u 
neglect proportioned to their su|)|H>se<l 
insignificance. 

As the Spanish part of the island 
declined, that under the dominion of* 
France became yearly more pronpe- 

b 2 
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rous, and more importaat to the 
mother country. In the year 1789, the 
former reckoned not more than one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand in- 
habitants, while the population of the 
latter exceeded five hundred and fifty 
thousand. ^ These were divided into 
three distinct classes, — the whites, who 
were either emigrants themselves from 
Europe or the descendants of emigrants — 
the negroes who were, with few excep- 
tions, slaves, — and a middle race, the 
children of white fathers and negro 
mothers. Many of this last-mentioned 
class had obtained their liberty, some from 
the circumstances of their birth, some by 
payment to their former owners of the 
estimated value of their services. Not 
only were they in possession of personal 
freedom, but many enjoyed the advan- 

1 Geographic de I'ile d' Haiti. 
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tage of a liberal education bestowed 
upon them by their parents in the mother 
country, and some had even acquired 
considerable property in the island. 
Under these circumstances, it may be 
easily imagined, they became objects of 
jealousy to their aristocratic brethren the 
whites, who would naturally view with 
suspicion men pbssessing many of the 
characteristics which distinguished them- 
selves from the negroes, and at the same 
time allied by the nearest ties of relation- 
ship to that degraded race. 

Accordingly we find that the people of 
colour, (by this name were they desig- 
nated) though permitted to acquire edu- 
cation and property, were carefully ex- 
cluded from all participation in the po- 
litical privileges which the whites enjoyed 
and exercised. They were not eligible to 
situations of authority in the government 
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of the colony, nor had they any voice in 
the election of those who were — they 
could neither be magistrates nor jury- 
men— -they were not permitted to associate 
with the whites, nor was their evidence 
valid in a court of justice against a white 
man. ^ As long as their number- re- 
mained inconsiderable the consequences 
of this unjust and cruel treatment weie 
not perceptible, otherwise than in the 
occasional jealousies and heart-burnings 
which dread of their superiors could not 
wholly suppress. But when they had 
increased to an equal number with the 
whites, while the same mischievous policy 
continued to be pursued towards them 
with unmitigated rigour, it became ap- 

■ 

' By a criminal law of the colony it wis enacted, that a 
man of colour striking a white man should kwe hia right 
hand, while a similar assault committed by the latter upon 
the former was to be atoned for by the payment of an In- 
significant fine. 
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parent that the apple only was wanting 
to be thrown among these scarcely con- 
cealed haters of one another, to occasion 
a commotion which would shake in pieces 
the ill-cemented fabric of Haitian society. 
Such was the critical state of this im- 
portant colony, when in the year 1788 
the revolutionary principles which then 
began to agitate Europe, and France in 
particular, made their way to the distant 
islands of the west. An association was 
established in France under the specious 
title of '' Les amis des Noirs. " Among 
its supporters were several members of 
the National Assembly.^ Hie purpose 
for which these men professed to associate 
themselves was doubtless praiseworthy; 
but they were not the persons to whom 
its execution could with safety be en- 

^ Sc. Brissot, Mirabeau, Condorcet, Claviires, Robes- 
pierre, &c. Brissot was the founder. 
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trusted. Political zealots, reckless of con- 
sequences in the attempt to establish a 
y^ild and visionary theory, destitute alike 
of honesty of purpose and stability of 
principle, and implacable enemies of the 
Holy Religion of the Son of God, were 
surely of all men least fitted to become 
the allies and confidential advisers of the 
oppressed citizens of Haiti. 

" Non tali auxilio, nee defensoribas istis 
Tempos eget. " 

Guided by the counsels of these rash and 
unprincipled men, and encouraged by 
the decree of the National Assembly of 
France In their favour, dated March 1790, 
the people of colour took up arms in' 
vindication of what they deemed theit 
natural rights, conflicts with the whites 
ensued, and blood was shed. On this^ 
first out-breaking of intestine war, the 
coloured party were wanting in unity. 



OF TUB ISLAND OF HAITI. XXX I 

they were soon therefore overpowered, 
though far from vanquished. The Ru- 
bicon was however past, and nothing 
could now satisfy either of the contending 
parties but the submission or ruin of 
the other. 

'' Les amis des Noi^, " meanwhile 
exerted all their influence to keep alive 
the spirit of animosity to which their 
counsels had in a great measure given 
birth. To this end they carefully in- 
structed one Jacques Og^, a man of 
colour at that time in France, in the per- 
nicious doctrines of equality and the 
rights of many and then sent him back to 
his native country to stir up the smoul- 
dering embers of civil discord, pledging 
themselves at the same time to assist him 
with money, arms, and ammunition ; a 
pledge which it does them no injustice to 
Eissert, they had neither the ability nor 
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the intention to redeem. Og^ landed at 
Cape Hai'tien ^ in October 1790, and im- 
mediately endeavoured to assemble the 
people of colour, in order to commimicate 
to them his project of compelling by 
force of arms the recognition on the part 
of the white colonists of their rights pro- 
claimed by the decree of the 28th of 
March. Meanwhile the adverse party 
were not idle. Instructions were issued 
for the arrest of Og^, and the most exact 
description furnished to the police and 
soldiery of his person. ^ 

For some time after his landing Og^ 

* Thii place was called by the Spaniards "Ouarico/* 
afterwards by the French *'Cape Francois," by whldi 
name it is best known to Europeans. Christophe namtd 
it after himself " Cape Henri. " Since his death it has 
acquired the desi|;nation given to it in the text. 

- It is even said that his portrait was sent out to Haiti 
before him by the members of " the club Bf assise, " an mio- 
ciation of West India planters resident in Paria, whott 
ot^cct was to contravene the measures of " lea ands 
des Noits. " 
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continued to cherish hopes of tdtimate 
success; but at length deserted by his 
pusillanimous friends, and surrounded by 
enemies thirsting for his blood, he was 
compelled, with four and twenty adherents 
to take refuge in the Spanish territory. 
There he was arrested and conducted in 
chains to the city of San Domingo. The 
news of his capture soon reached his ene- 
mies at the Cape, who demanded him from 
the Spaniards, and Og^ with his hapless 
followers being delivered into their hands, 
was put to a cruel and ignominious 
death, ^ 

On the 15th of May 1791, the Na- 



> Geographie de Tile d* Haiti. On his arrival at the 
Cape, Og^ earnestly implored that his life might be spared, 
promising in return to make important discoveries of his 
designs, accomplices, &c. The condition was accepted, 
a respite granted him, his confession received, and Og^ — 
knkm en tiui wheel I 

Can it be matter of surprise, however much it may be 
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tional Assembly decreed in more explicit 
terms than bad yet been employed, that 
the people of colom* in the French West 
India islands were entitled to all the pri- 
vil^es of citizenship. Nothing could 
exceed the rage with which the inteUi- 
gence of this decree was received by the 
white colonists. The coloured party, on 
the other hand, were encouraged to re- 
new their recent unsuccessful attempt to 
achieve their freedom. Their prospect 
of success was greater on this, than on the 
former occasion, because they were more 
united. Both parties appealed to arms, 
and many furious but indecisive conflicts 
ensued. The news of these occurrences 
having reached Paris, the National As- 

of sorrow, that the perfidious conduct of the Freiich» on 
this and many similar occasions, excited in the breaatt of 
their opponents the determination to resist " even to the 
knife T " " There is a time, *' says the wise man, '* wbeicfai 
one man mleth over another to his own hurt. '' Eoc vUi. 9- 
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sembly with characteristic fickleness, re- 
solved to repeal the decree in favour of 
the people of colour. Three commis- 
sioners were appointed to proceed to 
Haiti, and to restore peace, if possible, 
to the distracted colony. The attempt, 
as might have been anticipated, proved 
unsuccessful, and the breach was widened 
more than ever between the hostile parties. 
Hitherto the negroes had been in a 
great measure passive spectators of the 
scenes of violence enacting before their 
eyes. It is true that the white and 
coloured planters, in some instances, 
armed their slaves against each other, * 
but in the dreadful occurrences which 
resulted, these were but the instruments 
of vengeance in the hands of others, and 



^ Thus also did the Royalists and Revolutionists, who 
opposed each other as furiously in the colony as in the 
mother country. 
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their conduct in this juncture is to be re- 
garded as a proof of fidelity rather than 
the reverse. Such a state of things could 
not long continue. The n^roes beheld 
their masters, in too many instances their 
tyrants, desperately aiming at each other's 
destruction, and involving the colony and 
all classes of its inhabitants in universal 
and undistinguishable ruin. Impelled 
therefore, as niuch by motives of self- 
preservation as by the desire of freedom 
natural to the human heart, large numbers 
rose on the night of August 22nd, 1791,* 
and a series of massacres and conflagra- 
tions, such as always accompany a servile 
insurrection, ensued. 

While these things were transacting in 
the colony, the National Assembly at 
home resolved upon re-issuing their de- 

* Precis Historique des faits remarquables d' Haiti. 
Port-au-Prince, 1834. 
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cree of the 15th of May, and three com- 
missioners, M. M. Santhonax, Polv^rel 
and Ailhaud, with six thousand men of 
the national guards, embarked for Haiti, 
to enforce its execution. On the 17th 
of September, 1792, they landed at Cape 
Hai'tien. 

Notwithstanding however the ample 
authority with which the French com- 
missioners were invested, and the con- 
siderable force placed at their disposal, 
they met with but little success in their 
attempt to extinguish the flame, which, 
fostered by the absurd and inconsistent 
policy of the Home Government, had by 
this time been communicated to every 
part of this unhappy colony. On the 
20th of June 1793, a dreadful conflict 
took place at the Cape, in which the white 
colonists joined by the seamen of the 
ships of war and merchant-men, were 
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opposed to the people of colour and many, 
of the negroes. Several thousand lives 
were lost, and more than half the town 
consumed by fire. 

It was about this time that the British 
Government, influenced by the insidious 
and selfish suggestions of the French 
planters, resolved to attempt the 
reduction of Haiti. On the first intima- 
tion of such a purpose the commissioners 
determined to summon the negroes to 
their assistance. A proclamation was 
issued accordingly, promising freedom to 
all who should within a certain time join 
their standard. ^ Many thousands ac- 
cepted the condition, and in the contest 
which ensued, valiantly exerted them- 
selves to repel the common enemy. 



1 The Nttiomd Atiembly of France confirmed this pro- 
clamation of freedom by the memorable decree of Fe- 
bruary 4Ui, 1 794. 
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On the 19th of September, the first 
division of an armament fitted out at 
Jamaica, appeared before the town of 
Jeremie, which was immediately surren- 
dered to the invading force. Port-au- 
Prince, M61e St. Nicholas, Saint Marc, 
r Arcahaie and Leogane subsequently fell 
into the hands of the enemy, whose num- 
ber was by this time augmented to about 
three thousand effective men. This par- 
tial success was however but short-lived. 
Many severe reverses followed. The fatal 
influence of the climate contributed still 
more^effectually to the failure of this ill- 
judged and unjust expedition. ^ Although 
large reinforcements were despatched to 

1 Of the character of this attempt, in a moral point of 
view, there can be now but one opinion. Of its political 
wisdom an anonymous writer has well observed, " If the 
object of the British ministry was in reality what was pro- 
fessed, to obtain possession of the whole of the French part 
of the island, the means employed, in comparison with the 

numbers and exertions of the inhabitants, were altogether 

c 
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Haiti at different stages of the contest, 
one in particular consisting of seven 
thousand veteran troops under the com- 
mand of General Howe, they served but 
to augment the long list of victims whom 
the purblind policy of their government 
had devoted to destruction. The amount 
indeed of British blood (we say nothing 
of British treasure) expended in the at- 
tempt to subjugate the people of Haiti, is 
scarcely to be estimated. So great was 
the mortality of the troops, from the pre- 
valence among them of diseases incident 
to tropical countries, that a regiment of 
hussars was reduced in less than three 
months from 900 to 250 men, and a 
second regiment perished altogether. 

contemptible. If their real object was to preserve tiM 
British islands from the revolutionary spirit, and to prerent 
their separation from the mother country, the sacrifices 
made were too immense for the value of those colonies 
ever to repay." 
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The places in the possession of the English 
were at the end of five years abandoned 
by them one after another, and when 
they finally evacuated the island, of the 
fifteen thousand men who had sailed at 
different periods from Europe, scarcely 
three thousand were found fit tor service 
in the field. 

During the occupation of Jeremie and 
other ports by the British forces, two 
events occurred particularly worthy of 
notice in the history of Haiti ; the first 
was, the ratification of peace between 
France and Spain by the treaty of B&le, 
one of the articles of which provided for 
the cession to the former power of the 
entire Spanish possessions in the island, 
— the second, the elevation of the negro 
Toussaint TOuverture to the rank of 
Commander in chief of the army of 
France. To the eminent ability and un- 

c 2 
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blemished honour of this remarkable 
man, all parties have united to bear 
witness. His skill and courage in the 
field were' only exceeded by his clemency 
when the victory was won. It was his 
high and pecidiar praise that ' he never 
broke his word.' He had exercised 
the authority of Commander long be- 
fore he received the title, the republican 
Commissioners having virtually resigned 
their authority into his hands at an early 
period of the contest with Britain. His 
regular appointment to the office took 
place in the month of May or June, 1797.' 
A twelvemonth afterwards articles of 
capitulation were signed between General 
Maitland on the one part, and Toussaint 
rOuverture on the other, by which the 
former resigned the British conquests in 
the island, upon condition of Toussaint's 

> Geographie de I' ile d' Haiti. 



> 
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solemn engagement * to protect the lives 
and property of aU the inhabitants who 
might choose to remain after the depar- 
ture of the English forces. 

As soon as Toussaint found himself 
relieved from the presence of a foreign 
enemy he began to direct his attention 
to the regulation of the internal affairs 

' Many anecdotes have been preserved of this noble 
negro. The following is selected from ** the Annual Re- 
gister" of 1798. — "When some of the colonists who had 
joined the English returned, availing themselves of the 
stipulations in their favour, Toussaint ordered them to be 
thrown into prison. After some days he desired they 
should be conducted into a church, where a considerable 
body of his black brethren were assembled on the occasion. 
He mounted the pulpit, and began to address them in a 
very pathetic and persuasive manner. He represented to 
his brethren the noble disposition of forgiveness to those 
who repent. ' We ourselves, ' said he to them, ' once were 
Spaniards and fought against the Republic, but we were 
deceived. We were born Frenchmen, and now we are 
Frenchmen again. All these men have likewise been de- 
ceived. They were born Frenchmen : during a moment 
they were English : but they have returned among us, and 
are Frenchmen again : let us embrace them. ' Here Tous - 
saint embraced them, reconciled them with his brethren, 
and restored their goods. " 
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of his government. His first effort was 
directed to composing those unhappy 
differences, which still subsisted between 
the various classes of the inhabitants. 
In this he was in the end successful, 
diough not without encountering con- 
siderable difficulty. ^ 

It cannot be expected that in a sum- 
mary such as the present, lengthened 
details should be entered into of any 
portion of the history of Haiti. With 
respect to the administration of Toussaint 
rOuverture, suffice it to observe that an 
impartial witness, Colonel Malenfant, 
then residing in the island, has distinctly 
stated, that by his temperate and judi- 
cious policy the aspect of things was 

' Andr^ lUieatid, a man of cohnir, at the head of a large 
bodf of penom of hit own dast, endeayourcd toorcr- 
throw the power of Tooiiaint, but the commotiont thus 
occasioned were not of long duration, and Tooisaint was 
in the end confirmed in hto authority. 

Geosraphte de r He d' HalU. 
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inaterially changed for the better ; * the 
whites lived peaceably on their proper- 
ties, and the negroes continued to work 
for them/ 

But alas ! this state of things was 
destined to be of brief duration ; like 
the oasis of the desert, it only senred to 
aggravate the horrors which succeeded. 

No sooner had Bonaparte established 
his usurped authority in France, and 
brought the war with Britain to a close, 
than under the pestiferous influence of 
the white colonists resident in Paris, 
he resolved to fit out an expedition ^ for 
the express purpose of again reducing 
the liberated blacks to slavery, and 
bringing back all the miseries of the 
olden time. In vain was it represented 
to him that the condition of the colony 

^ The preliminaries of peace were signed in Octofier 
1801. — The expedition destined for Haiti sailed from Brest 
on the 14th of December. 
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was thriving and prosperous, that th 
proprietors enjoyed all their legitimat 
and reasonable rights, that the negroe 
were peaceable, contented, and industri 
ous. Bonaparte pertinaciously adhere 
to the wicked and short-sighted policy h 
had adopted, and the expedition unde 
the command of his brother-in-law L 
Clerc, proceeded to its destination. 

Some partial successes followed th 
first efforts of the French troops, am 
their cruel coadjutors the white colonists 
By an act of the basest treacher 
Toussaint was betrayed into the hand 
of his enemies, and transported from hi 
native land to perpetual imprisonment ii 
France. * As the struggle became fiercer 

> Rogers in hit '* Italy," thui tlludet to the fate c 
Toutaaint, and that of the Imperial Despot himBelf. 

<* On the edge of some o'erhanging cliff. 

That dungeon-fortress never to be named, 

Where, like a lion talcen in the toils, 

Toussaint breatlied out his brarc and generous spirit. 
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every species of cruelty which the planters 
could devise, was put in practice against 
such of the adverse party as fell into 
their hands ; they were torn in pieces by 
bloodhounds which had been regularly 
trained for the horrid purpose ; ^ they were 
forcibly thrust into noisome dungeons, 
and stifled with the fumes of brimstone ; 
they were crowded together in vessels, 

Ah ! little did he think, who sent him there, 
That he himself, then greatest among men. 
Should in lilce manner be so soon conveyed 
Athwart the ocean, to a rock so small 
Amid the countless multitude of waves, 
That ships have gone and sought it, and returned, 
Saying it was not 1 " 

> " On more than one occasion, " says a historian of 
these events, " some of the prisoners, whom their merciles 
oppressors were pleased to denounce as criminals, were 
thrown alive to the blood-hounds. Of this unparallellcd 
enormity the authors made no secret, giving public notice 
of the time and place at which the horrid spectacle would 
be exhibited. The ordinary day for tuch exhibitiom was 
Sunday. A large ring was lined with the military under 
arms ; the ferocious dogs were in the centre, and the 
human victims were delivered naked to their rage."— Hist, 
of St. Domingo, CoQStable and Co., 1818. 
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which were then launched into the sea, 
and sunk by scuttling them ; nothing in 
short was left untried, which these mon- 
sters in human form imagiped might 
have a tendency to terrify into submis- 
sion the enfranchised negroes. 

It is not meant, in reprobating the 
atrocious conduct of the whites, to 
deny or to conceal the fact, that in too 
many instances they met with no more 
mercy from their opponents, than their 
opponents experienced from them. 
' But,' asks an author, a native of the 
island, ' can it be matter of surprise if 
the Haitians, driven to madness by the 
conduct of their persecutors, should 
visit them in turn with the most terrible 
reprisals.' ^ Let any one,' he continues 
with remarkable force, * reflect upon the 
cruelties which called forth this fierce 
retribution, and then let him say whe- 
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ther men, boasting of their knowledge 
and civilization, were not more inexcusa- 
ablein perpetrating the one, than unedu- 
cated negroes in avenging themselves by 
the other.* * 

To the historian of these transactions 
as well as to the reader, it is at least 
pleasing to reflect that this bloody con- 
test was of ho long duration. The 
leader of the French fell an early victim 
to the fatal fever 6f the country, and 
owing partly to disease, and partly to 
the furious opposition which they every- 
where encountered, his forces dwindled 
by degrees away,^ till at length the 
wretched remnant of them, together 

* Geographic de Pile d* Haiti. 
' Towards the conclusion of the contest, the French 
troops in Haiti were left entirely to their own resources. 
Neither reinforcements of men, nor supplies of any 
kind, could reach them from Europe. The war with 
Britain had been renewed, and not even a fishing 
boat dared to Yenture from the French ports on the Atlantic. 
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with the whole body of the guilty plan- 
ters, were forcibly driven from the island. 

Immediately after the expulsion of 
the French, Jean Jacques Dessalines, 
a black who had succeeded Toussaint 
in the command of the native forces, 
proclaimed the independence of Haiti, 
and assumed the reins of government ; 
first as Governor General for life, and soon 
after, in apish imitation of Napoleon,' 
as Emperor of Haiti. One of the first 
acts of this self-elected monarch, was to 
attempt the reduction of the city of San 
Domingo, which was garrisoned by the 
French and a few Spaniards. In this en- 
terprize he was defeated, owing chiefly to 
the arrival of a squadron from France, with 
a reinforcement of four thousand soldiers. 

The conduct of Dessalines after his 
return from this expedition, and when 

> Geographle de I'ilc d' HtiU. 
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circumstances had put it in his power to 
act without controul, was tyrannical in the 
extreme. His public measures deserve 
indeed, in some respects, the praise 
of sagacity and prudence ; but nothing 
could exceed the savage ferocity with 
which he wreaked his vengeance upon 
all who were so unhappy as to incur his 
hatred. The demon once roused within 
his breast, neither rich nor poor, young 
nor old, male nor female, were safe 
from the direst efforts of his malice. His 
tyranny and caprice became at length in- 
tolerable ; and he was put to death by 
his own soldiers on the 1 7th of October, 
1806, after a reign of two years. ^ 

To Dessalines succeeded Henry Chris- 
tophe, a native, it is generally believed, 
of the island of Grenada, and perhaps 
the most remarkable character whom 

^ Pr^is historique des faits remarquables d* Haiti. 
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the eventful history of Haiti offers to 
our notice. Like his predecessor, he 
was originally a slave^ and therefore knew 
by personal experience the manifold evils 
of that unhappy condition. At an 
early period in the revolutionary stnig- 
gle, Christophe joined the army of the 
' indigenes/ and by his ability as a leader, 
but still more by his great personal 
courage, a quality specially appreciable 
among a semi-barbarous people, soon 
obtained a rank second only to that of 
Dessalines. Upon the death of the 
latter, he succeeded to the supreme 
power ; and having exercised the au- 
thority of king for a period of nearly 
five years, assumed at length the title, 
and was crowned at the Cape, on the 
2nd of June, 1811. 

In the early part of his reign, 
Christophe acquired, and appears to 
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have deserved, the character of a patri- 
otic Sovereign, His perception of the 
advantages or disadvantages of any 
course of conduct which might have 
been recommended to his adoption, was 
very acute, and his judgment of the cha- 
racter and tendency of his own actions 
or those of others, sound and discrimi- 
nating. Many anecdotes are related of 
his firmness and forbearance under cir- 
cumstances, in which the exercise of those 
qualities was especially necessary. On 
one occasion in particular, an absurd 
attempt being made on the part of France 
to recover her lost power in Haiti by 
means of negotiation, Christophe re- 
ceived the propositions of the French 
Commissioners with perfect good temper ; 
and instead of returning an angry or in- 
sulting answer, convened a popular as- 
sembly, and submitted the subject to the 
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consideration of its members. ^ Nothing 
could be more wise and politic than such 
a course. While it served to convince 
the government of France that resistance 
of all foreign interference with the es- 
tablished order of things was the deter- 
mination, not of an ambitious usurper, 
but of the nation at large, it tended 
also in the most effectual manner to 
cement the bond of affection between 
the monarch and' subjects, upon whose 
attachment to his person and govern- 
ment, he had thus shewn himself willing 
to rely. 

Being deeply sensible of his own want 
of education, Christophe exerted all his 
influence to promote its extension among 
his subjects. Schools on the Lancas- 
terian system were established under his 
immediate patronage at the Cape^ St. 

^ History of St. Domingo. 
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Marc's, Gonaives, &c. in which the 
youth of Haiti were taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and other elemen- 
tary parts of learning. ^ 

But the latter part of the negro Sove- 
reign's reign did not fulfil the pleasing 
promise of its commencement. Intoxi- 
cated with excess of power, and res- 
trained from the indulgence of his pas- 
sions neither by a sense of religion nor 
the salutary influence of early education, 
he became at first capricious and unfeel- 
ing, then the miserable victim of jealousy 
and revenge, and in the end a cold- 
blooded and remorseless tyrant. 

We have seen the miserable end of 
Dessalines, — we have now to contemplate 
the no less miserable end of his successor. 

For a description of these schools see '* Harvey's 
Sketches of Hayti, " a work which contains some inter- 
esting particulars respecting the conduct and policy of 
Christophe. 

d 
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In August 1820 he was seized with a fit 
of illness which confined him to his bed 
At this juncture news arrived that a 
mutiny had broken out among the soldiers 
at the Cape, and that a large body of the 
rebels was on its way to attack him. 
Though enfeebled by bodily suffering, he 
roused himself to action^-^summoned his 
guard upon the instant — addressed to the 
soldiers a brief but emphatic exhorta* 
tion, — and received their solemn assu- 
rance to defend him to the last. But this 
promise, — like idl promises made to 
tyrants in the prospect of destruction, 
was no sooner made than broken. His 
guard joined the rebel forces, and Chris- 
tophe, learning its defection, seized a 
pistol and shot himself. ^ 

That this unhappy man possessed 

1 A Haitian author thus describes the miserable end of 
Christophe. " Apr^s avoir fait g^mir ses concitoyeni 



OP THE ISLAND OP HAITI. Ivii 

many estimable natural qualities cannot 
be denied, but he was ruined by that 
which has ruined thousands — exposure 
to the overwhelming power of temptation , 
without the coimteracting influence of 
religious principle. How dangerous a 
trust is unlimited authority in the hands 
of any member of the fallen family 
of man ! 

Christophe, although the immediate 
successor of Dessalines, was not the 
only chief of the French part of Haiti. 
The southern districts elected them- 
selves into an independent republic, at 
the head of which was Alexander Petion, 
a man of colour, who had received a 
liberal education in France. By his 
fellow-countrymen, Petion is to this day 

sous une verge de fer et de sang, il expia scs crimes, en 
se suicidant, le 8 Octobrc, I^'Mj. " 

It is worthy ol* reraarl . \\;.<.l his countrymen universally 
remember him ns n turit ;; milit. 

<\ 'Z 



Iviii HISTORICAL SKETCH 

spoken of in terms of deep veneration 
and sincere regret. ^ His position was 
such as to call for the exercise of more 
than ordinary prudence. Attacked by 
Christophe and his army of blacks from 
the north, ^ exposed to the continual 
danger of French invasion, and but ill- 
assured of the fidelity of many of his 
own professed adherents, it argues no 
mean talent to find him successfully 
stemming the torrent of adverse circum- 
stances, and gaining at the same time, 
by his mild and politic measures, the 
approbation of the community over which 
he ruled. 

In the month of November 1 808 the 



> Geographic de V ile d' Hati. 

' Christophe made frequent attempti to subdue his 
rival, and many sanguinary battles were fought. No de- 
cisive advantage resulting to either party from any of these 
a permanent peace, or to speak more correctly, a ceuation 
from arms, was at length agreed on between them. 
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Spanish Haitians, led by their General 
Juan Sanchez, obtained a victory over 
some French troops who still occupied 
some posts in the eastern portion of the 
island. ^ Not long after the city of San 
Domingo surrendered to a British force 
under General Carmichael, by whom it 
was delivered up to the army of Sanchez. 

Petion died on the 29 th of Marcli 
1818, leaving as his successor Jean Pierre 
Boyer, under whom, upon the death of 
Christophe the western part of the 
island, and finally by the accession of 
the ancient Spanish colony, the whole 
island, became united into a military 
republic. ^ 

Since this event, which was peaceably 
brought about in the year 1822, nothing 
of public interest has occurred in Haiti, 

1 Geographie dc I'ile d' Haiti. > Ibid. 
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if we except an arrangement entered 
into with the late monarch of France 
Charles X., by which it was stipulated 
that upon payment by the Haitian Go- 
vernment of one hundred and fifty million 
of francs, in five annual instalments, the 
French should resign all pretensions to 
the island and acknowledge its inde- 
pendence. The political wisdom of this 
compact upon the part of the infant 
republic has been questioned, not without 
reason. Thus much is certain, that 
although ten years have elapsed, but a 
small portion of the debt has been liqui- 
dated ; a pretext therefore might easily 
be found by the government of France 
for the revival of her claims. In 
the beginning of the present year ( 1 835) a 
French frigate and brig of war visited 
Port-au-Prince, the seat of Government, 
when some new arrangements were en- 
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tered into, and a further instalment paid 
into the French exchequer. 



Has the reader of the historical sketch, 
which has now been brought to a close, 
considered by whom the French planters 
were expelled the island of Haiti ? Was 
it by a foreign enemy descending with 
sudden violence upon their co ats ? 
or was it by men, whom having 
torn from their home, they had forced 
to drain even to the dregs, the bitter 
cup of a ruthless oppression ? — Was it 
by the offspring of the stranger, bound to 
them by no ties of kindred ; the hereditary 
enemies of their race ? or was it by their 
own offspring, '' bone of their bone, and 
flesh of their flesh ? " — at once the fruit 
of their unlawful pleasures, and the oh-- 
jects of their paternal hate ? 
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Although we are not always permi 
to witness the punishment of sin in 
present world, since in this, as in n 
things, '' clouds and darkness are ro 
about'' the purposes of the Lord, y< 
other times his vengeance is so sig 
and so immediately connected with 
matter of provocation, that '' he may 
that readeth. ** 
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His Majesty's Ship, The Thunder, 
OS Yallahs Point, Jamaica, 
Januarys, 1835. 

This morning we weighed anchor at 
six o'clock, and stood out to sea from 
the harbour of Port Royal, with the 
land-wind blowing fresh. If the present 
favourable weather holds, we shall clear 
the east end of Jamaica to-morrow. 

B 
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The Thunder, at anchor off the coast of Haiti. 

January 13th. 

Landed in one of the Thunder*8 boats, 
a little to the westward of a small viUage, 
called ' Les Trois Rivieres/ and eastward 
of Cape Tiburon about twenty-three miles, 
Captain Owen, Mr. Dunsterville, the 
master, one or two others, and myself. 
We found several persons on the beach 
— a tall negro man and three or four 
young persons of colour. They had with 
them a donkey laden with plantains, 
cocoa-nuts, limes, and a few eggs. We 
bought the cargo, and shipped it. 

While Captain Owen and the master 
were taking observations, seated on the 
shore, I and a young gentleman who 
accompanied me, walked toward the vil- 
lage with our new acquaintances. Pre- 
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sently we were joined by two black women. 
These people were far better clothed 
than ti)ie negroes of Jamaica on working 
days. The women in particular were 
well and comfortably clad. Both men 
and women wore Madras kerchiefs of 
some bright colom*, wrapped about their 
heads. We asked for various things — 
milk, fresh butter, eggs, cocoa-nuts, 
&c. • They were very civil, and said they 
would endeavour to procure what we 
wanted, and bring them to the beach. — 
We then parted company ; they re- 
turning to the village, and we to our 
companions in the boat. 

After walking along the shore, and 
picking up a few shells, we found that 
the officers had finished their observa- 
tions, and were about to return on board 
the ship. We embarked accordingly, 
and while in the act of so doing, a 

B 2 
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number of stones of considerable size, 
coming from a height, dipped into the 
water alongside. None of us could 
teU at first whence they came. By 
and by, however, we perceived that they 
proceeded from behind some trees, 
growing upon a hill about one hundred 
and fifty feet above the beach. Presently 
two men came forward to the brow of 
the hill, and were recognized by our boat's 
crew as strangers, black men, (not of 
the party with which we had had commu- 
nication, and from an opposite quarter,) 
who had observed the boat and people, 
and being in all probability much alarmed, 
had retreated, and ascended the hiU from 
which they had assailed us, by a cir- 
cuitous route. Some of the stones which 
they threw fell almost into the boat, and, 
coming from a great height, directly over 
head, being besides of one or two pounds' 
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weight, rough and craggy, they must 
have inflicted severe wounds, had they 
struck us. Providentially no one was 
hurt, and we soon pulled out of their 
reach. The crew had no arms of any 
kind, not even a cutlass, in the boat, and 
even had they, they could not have been 
justified in using them, though the act 
was a treacherous one. There is this 
excuse for the aggressors — they are in 
great dread at present lest the French 
should make a descent upon the coast, 
(the sum stipulated for by the treaty of 
1825 not being paid,) ^ and they must 
have been alarmed at our unceremonious 
mode of visiting them, while a ship of 
war was anchored within half-a-mile of 
the shore. Be this as it may, they have 
suffered so much from white men in 

^ See Historical Sketch, at the commencement. 
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times past, that it is no wonder they 
dread their approach. 



The Thunder, at Sea, January 14th. 

We are beating to windward. It is 
sufficiently disagreeable ; the ship makes 
short tacks, and rolls from side to side 
in going about, the lee becoming sud- 
denly the weather side, and vice versd. 
Last Sunday I read the morning service, 
and lectured to the ship's company on 
deck. They were very attentive, and 
some had Bibles, searching out the scrip- 
tural allusions and references which I 
made. Captain Owen pays much atten- 
tion to his crew in these matters. He 
reads both the service and a sermon every 
Sabbath morning. We have prayer and 
scripture readmg also daily in his cabin, 
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and on Sunday evenings the youngsters 
are assembled, and read the Bible, and 
some religious work besides. The book 
being read at present is ' Leighton on 
St. Peter.* I like much this mode of 
proceeding. It is very pleasing to me to 
be with Captain Owen, and my excellent 
kind friend Lieutenant Allen, with whom 
I jread the scriptures every day. 



Les Cayes, Haiti, Jihiuary 15th. 

Left the Thunder to-day with Captain 
Owen, and landed at lisle de Vache, 
about two in the afternoon. This island 
is of considerable extent, nine miles 
long, and covered with brush-wood. 
There is a large pond of brackish water 
in the middle. I picked up at this place 
a few shells, very imperfect, but such as 
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to afford proof that good shells might 
occasionally be found there. 

About half-past four, we landed at 
a wharf at Cayes. The appearance 
of this town, as we approach it from 
the sea, is not unlike the western 
part of Kingston (Jamaica), the neigh- 
bourhood of the Leeward wharfs. In the 
harbour wc saw three or four square- 
rigged vessels, French and American. 
We saw also a number of boats, scattered 
in various directions over the surface of 
the harbour. The crew of one of these, 
consisting entirely of blacks, called aloud 
as we passed them, * English man-of-war 
coming in ; ' — this sentence being, I pre- 
sume, the utmost extent of their know- 
ledge of the language. The wharf was 
j:n'owded with black and coloured men, 
' pour voir les Strangers.' They were very 
polite to us, and many of them were well. 
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most of them comfortably dressed — there 
being nothing like rags or nakedness. 
A large proportion of them appeared to 
be soldiers. We walked from the wharf, 
first along a street running parallel with 
the water's edge, and then up the prin- 
cipal street of the town to the governor s 
or commandant's house. A black officer 
accompanied us as our guide. The main 
street is very good and wide, consisting 
of large wooden houses, displaying no 
wealth or luxury certainly, but no defi- 
ciency of neatness, and even respecta- 
bilitv. In the lower stories of these 
houses were shops, ^ with every kind of 
dry goods exposed for sale, chiefly printed 
cottons, muslins and silks of gaudy 
colours. The * marchandes ' were negro 
and coloured women, many of whom were 
splendidly attired, so far at least as rich 
colours, and lace, and silk, and dazzling 
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yellow head-dresses, and sky-blue shoes 
could constitute splendour. At some of 
these shops I inquired the prices of 
various articles, though I bought nothing, 
I found the people every where obliging 
and polite. 

As we crossed another street, a black 
man in military uniform called aloud to 
the one who accompanied U3, and de^ 
manded who we were. Our companion 
replied, * People from a man-of-war/— 

* Of what nation ? * was the next demand: 

* English,' it was answered. * Then,^ 
rejoined the first speaker, * you may pro- 
ceed.' The officer who made these in* 
quiries, was, we were informed, ^ the cap- 
tain of the port.' On our arrival at the 
commandant's, we foimd outside a guard 
of honour, consisting of very unmilitary 
looking soldiers, in blue uniforms — their 
caps covered with a quantity of red cot- 
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ton or woollen net-work, and tassels. 
They were for the most part seated on 
chairs and long benches. There was no 
sentry promenading. We were intro- 
duced to the general immediately on our 
arrival. His name is Borgella, He po- 
litely pointed to chairs and asked us to 
be seated. He is almost white ; indeed 
I should have taken him for a white man 
had I not known to the contrary. He 
is advanced in years, and corpulent. 
The apartment was well furnished, though 
its contents were rather showy than really 
valuable. There was a very beautiful 
French * pendule' upon a mantel-piece. 
Suspended against the walls were several 
prints of Napoleon, not ill-executed. In 
the ante-room also we were shewn by 
the general, a portrait of Columbus exe- 
cuted by one of the old masters. This 
picture, the general told us, he had found 
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at the city of San Domingo, on his first 
assumption of the government of that 
place. It had been but lately returned 
to him from France, whither he had 
sent it to have it copied and engraved. 

The interpreter, or the person who 
occasionally executes that office, pre- 
sently arrived, and explained more expli- 
citly than we were able to do, the nature 
of Captain Owen's mission, viz. to survey 
and delineate the coast, islands, har^ 
hours, &c. Captain Owen also handed 
the general two letters which he had 
received on a former visit to the island, 
from M. Inginac, secretary to the 
president of Haiti. These letters ap* 
peared to give satisfaction. They were 
written in good style, and not only 
sanctioned Captain Owen's proceedings, 
but offered him every assistance which 
the Haitian government had it in its 
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power to render. Captain Owen inform- 
ed Borgella of the treatment we had 
received at the place where we were 
pelted with stones ; and he was assured 
that steps should be taken to prevent the 
repetition of such an outrage. Shortly 
after this we took leave, and Captdn 
Owen's gig was despatched from the 
wharf, with the seamen and officer in 
charge;— Mr. Roberts, an Irish gentleman, 
having kindly offered us accommodation 
at his house, for the night. Our new 
host and Captain Owen then rode to 
Mr. Towning's, an English gentleman, 
living near Cayes, to whom Captain 
Owen had a letter of introduction from 
an acquaintance in Jamaica. Mr. Town- 
ing returned with his visitors to dinner at 
Mr. Roberts'. 

In the course of the evening, Mr. 
Towning told us much of the de- 



14 STATE OF COUNTRY. 

pressed state of the country, &c. He 
said that ^^ scarcely any sugar was made, 
the juice of the cane being, for the 
most part, converted into molasses — 
that the principal, almost the only ex- 
port, was coffee." It ought to be 
observed, however, that although no 
mahogany is shipped from this nei^- 
bourhood, from some other parts the 
export is considerable. I believe this is 
particularly the case in the eastern part 
of the island. The inhabitants of the 
country about Cayes make a good deal 
of syrup from the molasses, by a process 
of purifying and refining. It is of ^ 
bright rich amber colour, and of excel- 
lent flavour, and forms a very good 
substitute for sugar. The immense and 
fertile plain of Cayes, no less than forty 
miles in extent, produces at present, 
three million pounds of molasses. Mr. 
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Towning is a distiller ; he finds a ready 
market for all the rum he makes, in the 
island, where he obtains a much higher 
price for it than he could in the English , 
or any European market. 

Statements made by foreigners re- 
specting the habits and character of this 
people must be received with caution. 
Too many of them appear to be tinctured 
with that unjust prejudice against the 
negroes and all related to them, that 
distinguishes and disgraces most of the 
whites of Jamaica. 



Les Cayes, January 16. 



Captain Owen went to take observa- 
tions from the Church steeple, at an early 
hour. On his return we purpose to ride 
into the country. 



16 CONVERSATION WITH HAITIANS. 

I have had some conversation with 
several respectably-dressed blacks, both 
soldiers and civilians, with whom I 
was much pleased. They seemed to 
be in general intelligent, and in many 
points of interest, in the every- day 
affairs of life, by no means ill-informed. 
They put various queries to me re- 
specting * a French squadron which was 
known to be cruising in these seas, — its 
strength — probable destination, &c.' 
These inquiries I was, of course, unable 
to satisfy, but said, ' I certainly had no 
reason to believe, from any thing that 
had transpired, on the subject of French 
politics, that that nation entertained an 
intention of a hostile visit to Haiti.* 

In exchanging some Spanish money 
for Haitian, this morning, I bad occasion 
to observe that the dollar of the island is 
not equal, in intrinsic value, to the half 
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Spanish dollar, though it passes for two- 
thirds of a Spanish dollar. 

Yesterday evening our host, Mr. Ro- 
berts, informed us, (and his prejudices 
are so manifestly against the people, that 
his testimony on this head is the more 
valuable,) that people may travel in per- 
fect safety through the country with the 
largest sums of money. His language 
was, * I could go from hence to Port au 
Prince, three days' journey across the 
mountains, with a thousand dollars, 
without fearing the slightest molestation, 
though the means of travelling, as well 
as the roads, are very indifferent.' ^ 

^ Eyery one acquainted with the British West India 
Islands, knows that the same testimony must be borne 
to the orderly and peaceable conduct of their black 
population. The author has himself often travelled 
over Yarious parts of Jamaica, coast ways, as well as through 
the interior. He has never met with the slightest moles- 
tation in any of these excursions. His residence has 
always been in the midst of sugar and coffee properties 

C 
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Dr. Daglish, the physician, who dined 
with us yesterday, (I believe he is an inmate 
of the house) is fond of fowling — yester- 
day he shot three or four brace of snipes 
— one of the birds was claimed by a 
black or coloured person, also engaged 
in the same employment. Dr. Daglisb, 
who really shot the snipe, immediate- 
ly said, '* Oh, you shot it, did you : then 
put it in your bag, and say no more 
about it." All the gentlemen present 
concurred in saying that thus you must 
deal with the Haitians. ^'When they 
show a disposition to oppress, (which is, 
however, but seldom,) it is wisdom to 
yield, for your head is in the lion's mouth, 
and there is not sufficient firmness and 



having a dense population of negroes, with a few whites 
thinly interspersed : yet he has never thought of putting 
a lock upon his door, even during repeated and lengthened 
absences from home, and he unhesitatingly declares that bt 
has never had reason to deem his confidence temerity. 
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iiqpartiality among the authorities of the 
country, to afford protection,*' 

The whites are, in some respects, a 
proscribed race. No white man is per 
mitted to possess property in lands or 
housed in this country. This is the po- 
sitive law of the land.^ I have further 
been informed, though I could not 
assure myself of the fact, that no co- 
loured woman can marry a white jnan, 
without forfeiting her privilege of citi- 
zenship. 

The executions of criminals, though in- 
frequent, are conducted in a very bar- 
barous manner. The mode of putting to 
death is by shooting. The culprit is placed 
at a considerable distance from the soldiers, 
and literally made a target for their prac- 

^ The author has heard it stated, that this law has been 
either modified or repealed, since he left Haiti. He is un- 
able to say what degree of credit the report deserves. 

C 2 
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tice. A man is to be shot at this plaice 
tomorrow, for maliciously setting fire to 
a dwelling-house. These particulars re- 
specting executions I had from Mr. Ro- 
berts and Dr. Daglish, and I have no 
reason to question their correctness. 

During the greater part of last night 
there was an incessant ringing, or rather 
« striking of bells, some of which were 
very eweet toned. — I believe this is con- 
nected with some religious observance-— 
its precise nature I could not ascertain. 



Eigbt, A. M. 

I am anxiously looking for Captain 
Owen s return ; the fierce sun of the tro- 
pics is mounting into the sky, and our 
projected ride will, I fear, prove intoler- 
ably hot. 



HURRICANE OF 1831. 2i 



Thunder, at Sea, same date. 

At nine, Mr. Towning, Captain Owen, 
Mr. Roberts, and myself, rode from Cayes 
into the country. As we passed through 
the town, we had a good opportunity of 
witnessing the desolation and ruin occa- 
sioned by the hurricane of 1831. Whole 
streets were destroyed — the houses almost 
without exception unroofed, and in very 
many instances the walls themselves le- 
velled with the ground. Some idea of 
the tremendous fury of the wind may be 
formed from the &ct, that in one in- 
stance, tiie walls of a house were carried 
away en masse^ and the roof fell exact- 
ly covering the area upon which the build- 
ix^ had been erected. This can only be 
accoimted for upon the supposition, that 
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the roof had been but slightly attached 
to the walls^ and on being completely se- 
parated from them, presented itself hori- 
zontally, or edgeways to the action of 
the wind, whereas the whole surface of 
the walls had to meet its violence. Mr. 
Towning informed us that nearly two 
thousand lives were lost from the tem- 
pest and its effects, though it endured but 
three hours. 

We rode along an old French road, 
which forms the principal approach to 
Cayes from the country — it was misera- 
bly in want of repair, covered with stones 
of large size, and full of dangerous ruts. 
My horse's pace was a very pleasant amble. 
Mr. T. had kindly provided him for me. 

We passed several guard-houses, which 
occurred at short intervals. Sentries, 
instead of promenading, sit in chairs, 
redine in Spanish hammocks, or stretch 
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themselves at full length along the ground. 
Their muskets meanwhile, are left to 
take care of themselves. At one of the 
military posts which we passed, we were 
witnesses of an amusing scene. An officer, 
whom we had observed on the road be- 
fore us, rode on at a rapid pace as wc 
approached the guard-house, and roused 
up the lazy sentries, from their sitting and 
reclining attitudes, to be in readiness to 
present arms, and salute Captain Owen 
as he passed, — a mark of respect which I 
have heard they are required to pay to 
all officers, whether native or foreign. 
They had just time to resume their mus- 
kets, and put themselves in the proper 
attitude ; — as soon as their duty was per- 
formed, they lay down to sleep as before. 
We visited the estate of * Charpentier,' 
* sugar plantation established previous to 
:he revolution. I should suppose from the 



24 INSTANCE OF CBUBLTT. 

extent of land apparently once in culti'* 
vation, that this must have been in for- 
mer time, a valuable and flourishing 
property. It is now in possession of a 
woman of colour, and is, emphatically 
'' a ruinate.'* A few patches of land there 
were, producing some miserable looking 
canes, which seemed never to have been 
trashed.^ So many of the dead and 
decaying leaves adhered to the plant, 
that it was no easy matter to distinguish 
the stem. Fences broken down passm^ 
cattle trespassing, &c. Mr. Towning for« 
merly rented the estate of Charpentier; 
but yearly losing money, was, he said, 
after seven years trial, compelled to give 
it up. 

* Truhing if the operation of stripping oft the decayed 
leaTet of the augar cane, and laying them in heapa along 
the planted rowa. The object it not only to remore the 
dead and useleaa members, but also to afford protection 
and nourishment to the roots. 



CBNTRIE5 A8LBBP. 25 

On the road leading to this estate, 
we were struck with an instance of cruelty 
and injustice. A poor man whose living 
(and he has a wife and children,) depends 
chiefly upon the produce of a cow, had 
unhappily allowed the animal to trespass 
upon a neighbour*s property. This per- 
son had shot, or in some way desperately 
wounded the poor creature, and the 
owner was, when we passed, engaged 
in dressing the wound. For a case like 
this, the law provides no remedy. 

Having visited every part of the pro- 
perty, and seen the ruins of the former 
proprietor's house, called in Jamaica the 
great house, we returned with Mr. 
Towning to breakfast. As we repassed 
the guard'house, where the centries had 
saluted, we found them stretched upon 
the groimd or in the hammocks, fast 
asleep ; their coats laid aside, and red and 
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Cayes. TTiis however I declined, wishing 
to be at sea for my health, and also 
to visit Jacmely &c. 

The coffee plantations in the moun- 
tains and high lands of the interior of 
this country., are I am told, in bad con- 
dition. Of course I have had no oppor- 
tunity of seeing them,- the moimtains 
being many miles distant from les Cayes. 
The chief portion of coffee exported is, 
according to the best information I 
could obtain, gathered from trees planted 
by the former French proprietors ; and 
these have now grown so high, and 
are so ill trimmed, that they resem- 
ble a wild grove of guava bushes, 
rather than coffee plants. Many of the 
branches have been permitted to shoot 
up to so considerable a height firom 
the ground, that the berry-gatherer is 
obliged to pull and hold them down by 
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means of a hooked stick, while he col- 
lects their scanty produce,^ 

The state of the people of Cayes, in a 
moral point of view, is of the most lamen- 
table description. It is customary to talk 
of the profligacy and irteligion of Jamaica. 
Unquestionably Jamaica is bad, but this 
place is much worse, and with this un- 
happy difference ; that there is no pros- 
pect of a change for the better. Bad 
as is Jamaica, it has the light of the 
Grospel, and we may justly and scriptu- 
rally hope that that light will diffuse its 
brightness increasingly around. But 
alas for Cayes ! alas for Haiti ! there is 
no light, — there is no gospel, — no Chris- 

' The coffee tree require t the continual attention of the 
planter, particularly as respects the stripping off the moss, 
which, in the damp climate of the mountains, is apt to 
collect about the stem, — pruning away the luxuriant 
branches, &c. &c. The most productive trees never attain 
a greater height than from four to five feet above the 
grounds 
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tianity there. The name indeed exists, 
for the people call themselves Roman 
Catholics ; but they have united the cor- 
rupt principles of Rome to the vicious 
practices of African heathenism ; and 
their very profession of Christianity can 
only tend to render more arduous what- 
ever efforts may hereafter be made for 
their conversion. Nevertheless this con- 
sideration, far from damping the zeal 
of Christians in their behalf, should 
exalt and animate it more and more. 
As difficulties spring up in his way, the 
servant of God will seek more faith, 
more patience, more singleness of heart, 
more steadfastness of purpose, to spend 
and be spent for his Divine master. 
^ But who will spend himself for the good 
of souls in this dark Island ? Alas for 
Haiti ! 

There is no Roman Catholic Bishop 
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or ecdesiastical supreme in the country. 
Bishop England, from the United States, 
had paid a visit to the country, not long 
before our arrival. I do not know what 
arrangements he entered into with the 
President, but Mr. Towning says he is 
expected to return for a short time, to 
make some proposition to government, 
respecting an ecclesiastical establishment. 
At present the priests are paid by their res- 
pective congregations, and the amount of 
their dues is, Mr. Towning informs me, 
in no way regulated by legal enactment. 

There is a public school at Cayes for 
the children of military officers, but very 
few attend it. Cayes is said to be the 
government of second importance in the 
island. 

My health, I thank God, is somewhat 
improved, though I feel the want of 
sufficient and regular exercise. We are 
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likely to have a tedious time of it, beat- 
ing as we shall be obliged to do, against 
a strong trade wind. We cannot, I be- 
lieve, arrive at Jacmel for three days at 
least, although its distance does not ex- 
ceed sixty or seventy miles. 



Jtcmel, Janomry 19tli. 

About ten a.m. we anchored in Jac- 
mel harbour. The town is situated at 
the bottom of a small bay, on a plain of 
no great extent : its appearance from the 
anchorage is rather pleasing. Many 
of the best houses are situated on 
elevated spots of land, and thus, the 
greater, and the handsomer part of 
the town, presents itself at once to thf 
eye of the spectator. Compared wit' 
Cayes, Jacmel appears to considerable 
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advantage. This, however, arises in some 
degree from the desolation occasioned at 
the former place by the hurricane of 1 83 1 . 
By the bye, speaking of that hurricane, 
it is remarkable that it should be the same 
which committed such terrible ravages at 
Barbadoes, so distant to the south- 
east. These furious tempests appear 
to mov6 in veins, or strata of but small 
breadth. The one in question cross- 
ed the Caribbean sea from Barbadoes, 
ravaged les Cayes, and Jeremie situated 
on the opposite coast of the island, vi- 
sited with diminished violence St. Jago 
de Cuba, in the same direct line, and 
finally being broken by the mountains 
and other high lands of Cuba, had almost 
expended itself before it reached the Ame- 
rican continent. That this vein of wind 
was of no great width, is proved from the 
fact, that while desolating Cayes, it was 

D 
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much less severe, in fact did not exceed 
a strong gale at Jacmel ; and at Cape 
Tiburon, on the other side of Cayes, no 
wind was experienced, merely a heavy 
rolling sea.^ This information I had 

' The following extract from a Lecture delivered at King 
8ton. Jamaica^ may prove ihterettins to the reader,— 

The trade winds, as every inhabitant of the tropics 
knows, are not perfectly regular. In the neighbourhood of 
land, mountainous land especially, various change are 
generated by local causes, in the direction of the winds. 
Sometimes we find the usual course reversed, and a strong 
breeze blowing from the westward. The phenoiieou)n of 
the land wind at night is also well known. All currents 
of air however, whatever be their direction, derive their 
origin from the common source already noticed, viz. the 
action of the solar rays, upon the eai^h and atmosphere, 
causing the rarifaction of the latter with its necetiory 
effects. The most remarkable of all the aerial phenomena 
in our latitudes are those terrible hurricanet with which 
the great Creator sees fit occasionally to viait us. One of 
the last and severest was that which desolated the island 
of Barbadoes. It is needless on the present occaaloo to 
enter into a detail of its ravages, most of us are familiar 
with them already. But perhaps the fact of the partial 
nature of this awful visitation you may not be so well ac- 
quainted with. It appears to have passed in its extreme 
fury, over a portion of the earth's surface, not much ex- 
ceeding a hundred miles in breadth. I have lately returned 
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firoia Mr. Ftddii]^, im intelligeat, wdl 
informed gendeman at this place. Mr. 
Fielding was at Cayes during the hurri- 
cane,, and narrowly escaped the destruc- 

firom'-a 8hort-^ri«it to the Southern coast of Haiti, 
and at the town of les Cayes, I witnessed the effects of 
this fearftil scourge — ^whole streets of houses completely 
unroofed, and in many instances even the very walls lying 
in ruinous heaps. It was told me by a respectable indivi- 
dual who resided there at the time of the tempest, that on 
this melancholy occasion upwards of two thousand indivi- 
duals lost their lives. The town of Jacmel, where I spent 
sometime, is situated about sixty miles to the eastward of 
les Cayes, and the high land of Cape TiburoPi at about 
an equal distance westward. At the former, a strong gale 
only, which committed no fatal ravages, was experienced ; 
while at the latter, nothing unusual occurred, except a 
heavy surf beating upon that rock-bound coast. On the 
northern side of the island, the town of Jeremie was des- 
troyed,^ while Port au Prince the capital escaped. At the 
latter place I have been informed, the air was perfectly 
calm, but noises were heard high over head, and the 
clouds were seen hurrying along, as if driven onward by 
an intense but invisible force. Might not this have been 
occasioned by the great height of the southern mountains, 
against which the air in its northern progress being urged, 
mounted into the higher atmospherical regions, in obedi • 
enceto that law of motion which requires a body acted 
upon by two forces in opposite directions to move in a line 
bet^nreen them? ' 

D 2 
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tion which overtook §o large a portion 
of its inhabitants. 

Captain Owen and myself went ashore 
about half-past ten, and proceeded to the 
residence of Mr. Frith, a wealthy English 
merchant. From thence we went to call 
on General Fredmque, (a black man,) 
the commandant of the arrondissement, 
or district. He was not at home ;— our 
visit must therefore be deferred to a fu* 
ture day. 

The mode of living adopted by the 
English and other whites at this place, 
must, I think, be injurious to the consti- 
tution, especially in a tropical climate. 
Their custom is to take a single cup of 
coffee at seven in the morning, without 
bread or other solids. Nothing further 
is eaten until mid-day, when the table is 
loaded with every species of meat anif 
other viands, in all the forms and varie 
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ties of French * cuisine.' At seven in 
the evening the same meal is repeated, 
and lasts, with the adjimcts of wine, cof- 
fee, &c. until nine, when it is customary 
to retire for the night. 

I have determined to remain ashore at 
Mr. Frith's, so that my friends proceed to 
Alta Vela without me. I wish to pay 
more attention to my health than I find 
it possible to do on ship-board ; — also to 
see something of the country, the people, 
&c. The Thunder sails to-night, and 
cannot return for a week at least. 



Jacme], January 23rd. 

Riding into the country early this 
morning, I met not far from town, a 
trooper, accoutred with blue jacket, mi- 
litary cap, &c. mounted upon no nobler 
animal than an ass. His holsters and 
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pistols were regularly strapped into their 
proper place, ^ oi avant de la selle/ 

A little fiEtrther: on I encountered an«^ 
other, galloping lustily upon a pony a 
very little larger than hi» rider. This 
last was most gallantly equipped with a 
new trooping: saddle, and. immense scaiw 
let saddle-cloth with, bright yellow bind-i 
ing, comring tworthirds of thecharger^s 
back and sides. The man's feet almost 
touched the ground ;---his steed was in^ 
deed l?ut a span higher tham the beforei* 
mentioned donkey. His holsters, whidi 
were covered with leopard-skin, quite hid 
the creature's shoulders, and no smaU 
portion of its fore legs. As the warrior 
hastened past, he;condescendmgly TJOilch- 
safed me a militarysahite, bowing 'e^ren to 
his sadcHe*bow.' Both this and the first 
whom I met,, were black men ; the onei 

V thfi other an officet of nmk; 
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Jacmel, January 24th. 

It is customary at this place to employ 
persons convicted of petty offences in the 
public streets ;. generally, it would seem, 
in carrying water and other burdens. I 
saw several parties this morning, con- 
sisting of two each. The delinquents 
were chained together, with heavy chains, 
and in every instance accompanied, or ra- 
ther followed, by two soldiers with mus- 
kets and fixed bayonets. 

Crossed a river about half a mile from 
town, where people were procuring water. 
The water is carried by donkeys in small 
barrels, which are slimg adross a kind of 
wooden pack-saddle. Boys and girls are 
for the most part engaged in this occupa- 
tion : th^ ride the asses, which thus carry 
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double burdens. One of the boys cut a 
whimsical figure : he sat behind the sad- 
dle, with his legs stretched across the bar- 
rels, his feet resting upon that part of the 
saddle which doubles up to keep the bar- 
rels in their place; his long whitish shirt, 
(his only garment,) hanging down behind 
over the tail of the donkey, and upon his 
head a funnel for filling the barrds. In 
this fashion he rushed past me at a sort 
of scrambling gallop. 

Women washing and drying clothes 
at the river side. They are, as indeed 
I have to remark of all the Haitians, both 
men and women, remarkably modest in 
their apparel. Nothing at all like the 
shameless exposure of person constantly 
to be seen in Jamaica, have I witnessed 
here ; on the contrary, the lowest classes 
are well and decently dad; the bettor 
classes universally wear shoes and white 
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cotton stoddngs. Their linen or cotton 
garments are always white and clean. 

The women are very fond of dress. It 
is common to see them with half a dozen 
varieties of colour, — ^a bright yellow or 
red headdress, i. e. a kerchief of those 
coloiurs arranged in the form of a high 
cone, — a blue or green neck kerchief,— 
white sUk stockings with coloured clocks, 
—and bright green or purple shoes. 

The cleanliness of the houses quite 
pleases me. On the other hand, the streets 
and roads are perfectly horrid, all hills and 
hollows and loose stones, . upon which I 
presume no road mender has ever exer- 
cised his skill. The shops, as I have said, 
present in this respect a remarkable con- 
trast. They are neatly, often el^antly ar- 
ranged, and well stocked; some with pro- 
visions, others with various kinds of dry 
goods, doth, cottons, linen, hard-ware. 
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&c« &c. A large quantity of perfumery also 
appears to be sold. These obsenrations 
upon the shops apply to every part of *the 
town . I have been through every street in 
it, and even, in the outskirts and suburbs 
I found the shops such as I have des- 
cribed them. The people are quiet and 
eivil, indeed very obliging. They re^ 
semble the French in tl^r efforts to un* 
derstand and set at ease a stranger who 
speaks their language but imperfectly. . 

The day before yesterday (Thursday) I 
hespoke a pair, of shoesi to be made by a 
native workman, and of leiJ;hec.prociired 
from the animal^ tanned, and dressed in 
the. island. They^ have just been brought 
home,' and are strong, and neatly made: 
price three Haitian. xloUars and a hal£ 

Thecountcy about Jacmel(I have ridden 
in various directions, and to a distance of 
some Kdilea,) seems to be a wildemesa of 
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dwarf, trees and brushwood. The shrubs 
of most common occurrence are the log- 
wood and cashaw. The roads are in 
wretched condition, quite impassable for 
any kind of wheeled vehicle. This is, 
boweyer^ of little importance^ as the moun- 
taii^ approach very near to the town, 
and the plain upon which, it is situated is 
consequently of but small extent. The 
ooad leading to Port au Prince, (the capi* 
tal of Haiti,) along which I rode yesterday, 
is, of considerable breadth on first leav- 
ing the town, but out of repair : soon 
it b^ins to. contract, and: wind among 
groves of logwood, guava, and casbaW^ 
until at last it becomes a mere bridle- 
tcack. 

To-day I rode ii^ a westerly dkec;" 
ttCH^, and arrived bye-and^bye. at a plant- 
ation of plantains and si^ar-canesv At 
Uiia place I saw also a large herd of cattle. 
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und some exceUent and luxuriant pasture- 
land. The road, after winding for about 
a mile and a half, brought me to the sea 
shore. 

One third, perhaps a larger proportion 
oi the people, appear to be soldiers, ill 
armed and accoutred ; their uniform of 
fielded blue, frequently ragged, and their 
firelocks and bayonets dimmed with rust 
The aentries keep guard in the same lasy 
manner which I noticed at Cayes. 

There are at present in the harbour of 
Jacmel, four square*rigged vesseb, aB 
brigs, belonging to different nations*^ 
English, French, Belgian, and American : 
they are taking in cargoes of coffee, and 
braziletto wood for dyeing. I saw a large 
quantity of this last-named article Ijring 
at the wharf, and on the beach. Here 
were also many wooden frames of houses 
which the builders were engaged in fitting 
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tbgedier : the workmanship appeared to 
be good and substantial ; indeed the 
houses are, generally speaking, well-built, 
and with scarcely an exception shingled. 

Yesterday evening I went to see the Pre- 
sident's house — that which he makes use 
of during his occasional visits to the town 
and arrondissement of Jacmel. It is a 
strong substantial building, two stories 
high, with an open balcony or piazza 
running quite round it. This balcony is 
supported by wooden pillars of a cubical 
form, neatly painted. The house con- 
tains numerous jalousies^ and has, in 
the lower story, several good doors. It 
is a very excellent, though not a very 
large mansion, and being situated on a 
hill, the highest part of Jacmel, from it 
may be had an extensive view of the 
streets, houses, suburbs, and surrounding 
country. The exterior is painted of a 
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buff ' coleur, and every thing aboat it 
s^ins' to be kef)t in' good order. No one 
resides in it :— it is reserved for the^ Presi* 
deaths Mse alone. 

V have seen ^ Mr. Mackenzie's work' on 
Haiti.^— As far as I can compare the ftcts 
he relates with' what I daily witness, his 
statements are true, and cannot be deniod; 
But he has omitted much that might be 
said in favour of the people and country ; 
and herein consists his partiality, and 
tacit misrepresentation. The evils are 
great undoubtedly, but many redeeming 
points present themsdves. The former, 
Mackenzie studiously ^ as appears to me, 
puts forward, and keeps the latter almost 
wholly in the back ground, or out of 
view. I have been hig^y pleased to find 
that Mr. Frith, who is far from being a 
man of those deep prejudices which dis* 
grace tropical whites^ and whose ezpe- 
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rienceisthat of more than a quarter of 
a'century, entertains just the same opinion 
of Mackenzie's woric. When I kid it 
down, and expressed myself concerning 
it to the effect which 1 have written, he 
corroborated my opinion, and added, that 
Macketizie wrote under the influence of 
angry ftfeling from the time of his land- 
ing. He is a man of colour; and the 
circmnstance of such a person's being se- 
lected to fill the dfiice of Consul General 
at Haiti, highly displeased the Haitian 
govefntnent. ^ Owing to this feeling, Mr. 
Mackenzie, when he landed, did not ineet 
with that honourable reception from the 
authorities which he felt he had a right t6 
expect. If the members of the native 
government acted absurdly, there is some 
excuse for them, being but overgrown 
children ; but there is less for Mr. Mac- 
kenzie, a gentleman, and a man of edu- 
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cation. In all probability Mr. Canning, 
by whom he was sent out, knew not that 
he was a coloured man. 

I bought this afternoon four large 
water-jars, made at a manufactory at or 
near Les Cayes. They are of good ma* 
terial and tasteful shape, not unlike the 
Greek amphorae in the British Museum. 
They are particularly well calculated, for 
keeping water cool, and are far better 
made than the Spanish jars commonly 
sold in Jamaica. 

My health, I desire to thank God, im- 
proves daily, since I came here. Jacmel 
is accounted, from its dry soil and high 
situation, a healthy place for a tropical 
residence. The harbour is exposed to 
the influence of southerly winds, but on 
all other sides appears to be well protected. 
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Jacmel, January 24th 

Visited * L'Ancienne Cimetiere/ on 
my return from a ride into the country. 
Jt is situated at the western extremity of 
the town. The tombs are for the most 
part neatly built of white stone. Many 
of them have good marble slabs, and some 
are entirely formed of white marble. The 
following are a few of the inscriptions : — 

'CI-OIT 

BARTHELEMY BIENVENU GARRAUD, 
N^ le 27 Decembre 1817, et d^c^^ le 15 Aout 1820. 

L'Etemel en ses mains tient seul nos destinies 

n salt quwid il lui plait veiller sur nos ann^et 

TVompeuse esperance, fatale mort. 

Inexorable envers le faible comme le fort, 

A trante-un mois, dix neuf jours, et pour tovyours, 

De Bienveou tu tranchas le fil devours*' 
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' Ici repoM en palx Juliet mere respectable de ton vivant, 
marchamle en cctte ville de Jacmel, d^^d^ le 19 Juin 
1820tag^de60anf/ 

These words were engraven on an ex« 
cellent tomb with a broad marble slab, 
and were very neatly cut. 



Here Ilet the body of James Langlois, who died on the 
thirteenth day of September, 1819. aged 32 years. 

t 
IHS 

Stranger, fHend or enemy, 

The gate that was opened for me 

Will soon be opened for thee.' 

Ci-git le corps de Jacques Lan^oto, dMA6 h 1 3 Scpttmbrt 

1819, agtede32ans. 

Etranger, ami, ou enemi. 

La barriire qui s'ouviit pour moi, 

S'ouTrira partiUement pour toi.' 
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t 

IHS 

' Ici repose le corps de Marie L'*. Eliza Susanne, fille de 
[Jrbain Bergeron et Marie Coste, n^e le 11 Aout 1617» 
l^c^^le 11 Join 1819. 

As I am now to shalt thou be» 
Prepare for death and follow me.* 



* Cl-GIT 

PIERRE LOUIS TROMPETTB, 

Natif d*Afrique, 
J)Md^ a Jacmel, le 27 Janvier 1617.' 

A well-built tomb, with good maxble 
slab. How long, I thought when 
looking at this tomb, might a 'natif 
d'Afrique' lie buried in Jamaica, be- 
fore he had such a monument as this to 
speak of him to passers by ! 



* CI-GIT 

A Belle Marpoye, n^e au Gonaive 13 Fevrier 1766, 

d^^d^e en cette ville S Juillet 1617. 

Ecig^ et grat^ par son fidele ami, S. Pomie.' 

This tomb was well, even elaborately, 

E 2 
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sculptured, with figures and ornaments 
in bas relief. 

In the middle of the burying-groimd 
was erected an immense wooden cross ; 
and in front of many of the tombs I per- 
ceived lamps burning, constructed of 
wicks floating in oil contained in the 
broken shells of cocoa nuts. The ca- 
shew, and other wild dwarf trees, over- 
spread and shadow the cemetery. It is 
rather pleasingly situated, at some dis- 
tance from the noise and bustle of the 
town. The people who passed while I was 
engaged in copying inscriptions, seated 
on a tomb-stone, with my horse made 
fast to a neighbouring tree, regarded me 
with apparent wonder. No one, how- 
ever, asked me any questions ; and 
although Mr. Frith said they might be 
offended, none expressed displeasure. 

As I returned from visiting this * jdace 
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of tombs,' I could not but reflect upon the 
condition in a religious point of view of 
the people whose friends and relatives lie 
buried there. They have none to teach 
them the way of peace, and pardon, and 
reconciliation to their God ; — none to in- 
culcate those truths which are able to 
smooth the painful yet inevitable passage 
to the grave ; — none to point out a glo- 
rious reversion of happiness in a future 
world through the alone merits and me- 
diation of the Son of God ! How mi- 
serable — ^how terrible is such a state of 
things 1 While Christians put forth every 
effort for the conversion of heathens in 
distant lands, let them learn to value their 
own privileges aright^ and to use them 
aright. Who has made them to differ ? 
Have they any thing whereof to boast ? Let 
them then ** not be high-minded, but fear.** 
About three o^clock in the afternoon 
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tion that the price I had there been told, 
was exactly that which was demanded by 
the sellers; so that no advantage was 
attempted to be taken of me from the 
circumstance of my being a stranger. 

This evening I rode to the open space 
in front of the President's house, and wit- 
nessed a military display. The troops per- 
formed various evolutions in, as it ap- 
peared to me, rather a disorderly manner. 
On the whole they certainly did no better 
than the militia of Jamaica at a monthly 
muster, and this, I conceive, is bad 
enough. Yet the people of this country 
are a nation of soldiers. I have re- 
marked already that one third — I might 
have said two thirds — are soldiers ; but 
what can be expected of troops, when the 
very sentries on guard sit in chairs, with 
their muskets laid across their knees or 
resting against the seat? This is the 
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universal practice : chairs are regularly 
placed for the sentries. 

The troops whose exercises I witnessed 
this evening were no better appointed than 
those which I had seen on former occa- 
sions: their dress and accoutrements were 
in the most shabby condition — many were 
slip-shod — some wore buff slippers, and 
there were even some without either shoe 
or slipper. The band was, though far 
from good, better than might have been 
anticipated from the appearance of those 
who manoeuvred in the ranks. 

In the middle of the square where the 
troops paraded, was a monument, erected 
in memory of one of their former generals. 
Close beside stood a high pole, surmount- 
ed by the cap of liberty ; and the Haitian 
tree of liberty, the cabbage palm (pal ma 
nobilis), grew within a space enclosed by a 
stone wall. The group was completed by a 
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wooden stand, from which it is ciistcmiarj 
for the President to address the populace^ 
on occasion of his visits to the district. 

At a later hour I passed the Chnrcht 
it stands on one side of the maiket- 
place« Many tapers were burning bright^ 
ly within, and there was a consideraUe 
assemblage of poor ignorant, superstitious 
worshippers, chiefly women. 

In concluding my journal of this day's 
occurrences, I wish to record my thankful* 
ness to Alm^faty God for a merciful inter- 
position of his providence in my behalf. 
Whilewalking through the market, I came 
Suddenly upon a soldier, whose musket 
was, with theusual nonchalance of the Hai-^ 
tians, laid horizontally upon his shouldeTi 
and pointed in a direction behind him. 
The crowd was very great at the momenti 
and before I was aware, I was forcibly 
driven against the muzzle of the piece. 
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Whether the lock mapped or not, I do 
not know ; but so great was the violence 
of the blow, that it inflicted much pain> 
and had not the gun been in pretty good 
(Mrder, it would, in all probability, have 
been discharged, and must have killed 
me on the spot. It is not always, when 
apparently most remote firom danger, that 
we are really most secure, 

January 25th. Sabbath. 

Bells ringing in various parts of the 
town from an early hour this morning. 
I walked to the church about eight 
o'dock, and found it open. In going 
thither I passed through the square where 
I had witnessed the exercises of the mili- 
tary on the preceding evening. The place 
was now quite filled with soldiers : they 
vfere drawn up so as to form three sides 
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of a hollow square, with mounted officers 
in the middle. General Frederique coifi- 
manded. I understand this military parade 
takes place every Sunday morning, and 
that there is a grand review of all the 
troops on one Sunday in three months^ 
The desecration of the Sabbath in this 
country is universal, exceedingly depress* 
ing to one accustomed to a better state of 
things, — the market in front of the 
church crowded with goods and pur- 
chasers — the church itself, such as it is, 
almost empty. Indeed, though the wor- 
ship be nominally christian, what is it' in 
fact but the grossest superstition ? I 
passed about half an hour in the church, 
and witnessed the same heartless mum- 
mery which everywhere characterizes the 
worship of Antichrist — ^men and women 
bowing before the image of the virgitf 
and the infant Jesus, angels, garlands; 
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candles, the scarlet, black and white dresses 
of the. priest and his coadjutors, &c. 
The altar and all the decorations were 
shabby enough, in comparison with what 
one may see in other places, but the at- 
tempt at outward display was one and 
the same ; as to real worship, I fear 
there was none. The people, though 
kneeling and counting beads, and cross- 
ing themselves, were at the same time 
gazing round the church, looking at every 
new comer and new object. 

Yet after all, one of the most melancholy 
considerations is the state of those who 
might be expected to set this people a good 
example. Most of the European protest-- 
ant residents are, in a moral point of 
view, if possible, still lower than they : 
their whole so\ils are absorbed in money 
and merchandize. I spoke to several 
about holding some religious service to- 
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day in a private house, but none seemed 
to take any interest in the matter. The 
first person to whom I mentioned it, a 
well-informed and intelligent gentleman 
in ordinary matters, received the propoti-* 
tion very coldly, and said little or nothiif 
in reply. While with him, I learned from 
another, who was also in company , a gen* 
deman of colour, that there is at this 
place a Methodist minister fh>m America, 
a man of colour, probably a local preacher 
or class-leader ; and that every Sunday, 
or almost every Sunday, he has some 
religious worship at his house, at which 
a few individuals attend in the afternoon* 
I hope to go in search of him. Later in 
the day I made a second proposal r^ard* 
ing divine worship to another individual : 
he said that ' it would be useless ; that 
in fact, the English had been so long un- 
accustomed to any thing of the kind, that 
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they never thought of it, and did not care 
for it ; that no minister ever visited them, 
and there was none to look after them in 
such matters.' I remarked, how lament- 
aUe was this state of things, and that 
soon they who lived in this manner would 
find, that they must concern themselves 
about the things which they now ne- 
glected and despised, whether they pleased 
or not. Soon after I met a third per- 
son, and he at once put a negative on my 
proposal. He said, * No one would at- 
tend.' I said, * surely curiosity, the no- 
velty of the thing, if no better motive, 
will bring some together/ He replied 
*- No— -that Mr. Thompson, the agent of 
the Bible Society, (now in Jamaica,) 
when here some time ago, proposed 
something of the kind, but found he 
could have no congregation, and wa^ 
compelled to abandon his intention.' 
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This gentleman further added, that once, 
a long time ago, some meetings for rdi- 
gious worship took place among the 
whites at one another's houses, but thqr 
soon dropped to the ground. Perhaps these 
meetings were held at a time when the 
rdigious impressions received at home by 
those who met together were still firesh in 
their minds. I have known many me* 
lancholy instances of a similar lapse into 
ungodliness among the Scotch in Jamaica. 
I have been compelled, in spite of 
my efforts, to give up my purpose of 
holding service and preaching to-day. 
The government is, I hear from every 
body, perfectly tolerant in religious mat- 
ters ; indeed, universal toleration is said 
to be one of the principles of the consti- 
tution. What a noble field is here for 
the labours of Christian missionaries. 
French protestant christians are surely 
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bound, by motives more than usually 
strong, to take the moral condition of 
this people into serious consideration, 
and to do something for their good, as a 
reparation for the dreadful wrongs their 
countrymen have inflicted upon this 
island in times gone by. Should I visit 
Paris, I will make this a subject of strong 
representation to the French Missionary 
Societies there. 

As a specimen of the irreligion of 
those who ought to be better instructed 
at this place, I may mention, that Mr. 

, an Englishman, and a professing 

Protestant, told me, that he * thought the 
Roman Catholic the religion best adapt- 
ed to this people.' He added, that ^ the 
priests are far from being even externally 
decent in their conduct : some of them 
have,' he said, *two or three wives,' that 
is, wives of the country-^in Jamaica dia- 

F 
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lect, ' housekeepers/ He spoke of the 
good which might be produced by the 
French sending to this country * moral 
priests — men who should preach to the 
people by their own example/ How in- 
finitely better to send -those who would 
preach and teach Christian truths, and en* 
force and adorn them by Christian conduct 

One of the most lamentable sources of 
evil to the whites resident in this country, 
is the law forbidding them to hold landed 
property. It forms an additional induce* 
ment to them to keep women, whom they 
call their wives, but who have no real pre- 
tensions to the title, in order that, in their 
names, they may hold land and houses. 

A little after four, p.m., I went to 
look for the gentleman who said he would 
conduct me to the Methodist^s house: 
but he was from home, and I had no 
means of finding the place myself, ¥^' 
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soem to know that there is such an one 
residing here. 

Passed the Catholic church this after- 
noon : no public ministrations were going 
on, but there were a few individuals en- 
gaged as in the morning. 

This evening an immense placard, with 
divers dancing figures painted on it, was 
carried round the town with beat of drum. 
This was a programme of certain per- 
formances, which were to take place at a 
later hour. I rode soon after in the di- 
rection of the theatre : it was an immense 
sheeted tabernacle, such as we see at fairs 
in country towns in England. At one 
comer I observed one or two grated 
openings with wooden bars, over which 
was inscribed, ' Bureau ou Ton vend les 
cartes.' I had however no inclination 
to purchase. This mode of sabbath- 
breaking, by Sunday evening theatrical 

F2 
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performances, is one of the legacies left 
the people by their former masters, the 
French — the practice is a Parisian one. 

Not being able to collect a congrega- 
tion, though it should consist of but two 
persons besides myself, I brought a man 
into my room, who has been attending 
me with great assiduity and good nature 
since I came ashore, and read and ex- 
plained to him a portion of Mark's gos- 
pel — the parable of the sower: he ap- 
peared to be thankful. He is a black 
native of Philadelphia, and came to Jac- 
mel the same week that Christophe shot 
himself, which was in October 1820. 
During this long period, of nearly fifteen 
years, he had never had any opportunity of 
attending Protestant worship, nor of hear- 
ing one word of the bible, except in the 
way of imprecation, until I read it to him 
this evening. This is the account I have 
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just received from his own lips. He is a 
respectable, kind-hearted, and I hear very 
honest fellow ; I have taken a great fancy 
to him, and wished to persuade him to 
return with me to Jamaica as my ser- 
vant. He is a good workman, (a car- 
penter,) and a civil, attentive servant. 
He has however made a bargain already, 
to go as ship*s steward in a vessel to 
England, and I do not think it proper to 
urge him to break his engagement, though 
he is very desirous of remaining with me. 
The Sabbath day has closed, and even 
in infidel France I never witnessed a Sab- 
bath spent so irreligiously, so profanely, 
as by the universal inhabitants of this 
place. Here indeed is * darkness that 
may be felt.* Why are European chris- 
tians and American christians, indifferent 
to Haiti? The islands of the South Sea 
have experienced, and are daily expe- 
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riencmg the effects of their philanthro 
Haiti is not one half so distant : its 
vernment is perfectly tolerant ; its pec 
are a kind, quiet, well-conducted, pea 
able people towards one another, i 
towards strangers. They have an ii 
sistible claim on the sympathy and g< 
offices of those, who brought them fr 
a land where they might, possibb/, h 
heard the gospel,^ for even Africa ^ ! 
heard the joyful sound/ and placed tfa 
in a land, where month after month, i 
year after year pass away, and sickc 
and old age carry off their victims, wl 
no tidings of a Saviour ever reach 
ear of a single immortal being. If 
understand by the word ^ church ' a pi 
where the truths of Christ*s religion 

• 

I An trgument of thii kind hM been employed bj 
tdvocatet of the tUve-tradc. In the present inttanc 
mty be retorted. 
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faithfully prodainpied, so that the hearers 
have a prospect of being edified, the lines 
of Cowper are- applicable : — 

'The sound of the church going bell 
These valleys «nd rocks never heard.' 



January 26th. 

Malaguette, an aromatic herb, fla* 
voured not unlike aniseed, grows in this 
neighbourhood. An infusion of it in 
hot water is esteemed beneficial in the 
case of febrile patients, and convalescent 
folk. Some has been given me by a 
physician at this place, which I shall take 
to Jamaica. 

The soldiers whom I saw on parade 
yesterday, perfectly accorded with my first 
notice of their equipment and discipline. 
The officers are better appointed, but with 
frequent exceptions. One amused me : 
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he was a little old negro man, perhaps 
sixty years of age, and with the most 
striking features of the African Ailly de- 
veloped in his countenance. His height 
perhaps five feet two or three inches— 
certainly not more. He wore an old 
cocked hat, beneath the edge of which 
protruded the everlasting Madras kerchiei 
bound round his head. His blue coat 
and trowsers were fast exchanging then 
primitive colour for one approaching to 
that of soot : his sword was of the rapiei 
species, and one of the most slender o1 
its kind, and sundry rents in the scab* 
hard afforded partial glimpses of the rust) 
blade. He had also on one shoulder i 
tufted mass of worsted, which, to quob 
a phrase current among naval officers 
* did duty* for an epaulette. He was ii 
command of a portion of the troops sta- 
tioned just before me. Several march- 
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ings and counter-marchings took place, 
all of an ordinary character, — certainly 
displaying little military adroitness. 

The General, who rode an ambling 
pony in the middle of the square, soon 
took leave, and as he passed along the 
lines the trumpets were blown, the drums 
beat, (the Haitians are excellent drum- 
qiers; and no wonder, since they practise 
from morning till night,) and the soldiers 
ported or presented arms — I forget the 
proper term. 

Apropos to the little old officer. I 
hava often seen just such another person 
in the exalted situation of watchman at a 
cane- piece corner in Jamaica, seated in 
rags and wretchedness before the princi- 
pal hole of an old trash-roofed hut, and 
engaged in cooking that delectable Negro 
delicacy, a cane-piece rat. The contrast 
between the circumstances of the present 
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individiiaL and those of his double in Ja- 
maica was exceedingly whimsical — th< 
more so as the two may be separated by] 
a distance of 200 or 230 miles, not] 
more. Let any one imagine the meeting^ 

4 

of these persons — a dialogue between 
them — the mutual communication of 
their history, experience, &q. 

Tlie General, as he left the groond^ 
looked a splendid figure: he was arrayed 
in a blue uniform, covered ¥rith gold laoe^ 
the latter at least half a foot deep. He 
raised his hat, in acknowledgment of tiie 
soldiers' salute, and then galloped off 
with his whole suite of motley attm* 
dants. 

Tlie horses in this country are, for the 
most part, very indifferent, mere poiuea 
in fact, and commonly in but poor OOB^ 
dition. Com appears to be very scarce : 
it is therefore, I imagine, a delicacy whidi 



4 

f 
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"Haitian horses seldom enjoy. They are 
none of them shod, for neither smiths nor 
forges are to be found. The consequence 
is, that they are not so sure-footed as 
their riders could wish, although far bet* 
ter in this respect, than those who have 
been all their lives accustomed to shod 
horses would suppose. I have been told 
that there are means of having horses 
shod in Port au Prince, but nowhere else. 

I picked up in the woods, this morn- 
ing, some pretty land- shells striped 
latitudinally with bright green, red, yel- 
low, and orange stripes. They are of a 
more spiral form, and much larger than 
our common land shells of the same 
description. The animal inhabiting is 
a species of snail, which is often found 
dimbing the wild shrubs and dwarf trees 
of the neighbourhood. 

When speaking of the parade> I omitted 
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to mention^ that there was besides the 
infantry a corps of dragoons : they were 
however dismounted, and but few in 
number. They were armed with carbines 
and long swords, and wore brazen or 
brass-bound hehnets : they seemed to be 
little better disciplined and accoutred 
than the foot. 

There are some fine able young men 
among the Haitian soldiery, but they are 
on the average what military officers would 
call * light company men.' The propor- 
tion which men of colour bear to the 
blacks in the ranks, is not as one to Jiftgy 
but in the case of the officers,' mattars 
are reversed — there the coloured men 
predominate. The General is however 
a black. 

I have just been told that the suin die- 
manded for a passage to Europe (Eng- 
land or France) from hence, or from Port 
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au Prince, is for each adult person, 300 
francs {121. 10s. sterling), and stock for 
the voyage may be had for one half what 
it . costs in Jamaica — ^fowls one eighth of 
a dollar, and turkeys a Spanish dollar 
each. 

: Many of the people at this place have 
most ridiculous names, either conferred 
upon them or their ancestors in derision 
by the French, (as has been too often 
done in Jamaica,) or the fruits of their 
own whimsical choice. My shoemaker's 
name is * December,' and there is another 
person in the neighbourhood who calls 
himself * Francis Monkey.' These may 
be the patronymics of future heroes, phi- 
losophers, or statesmen. Query — Are 
they really more absurd than our own 
names ? Nay, may not many of ours of 
which we boast have been obtained in a 
way not a whit more honourable ? 
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Two o'clcM 

I have just returned from vu 
new cemetery. It is the one ch 
at present, that which I saw on 
being too small for a place so 
as JacmeL The new cemetery 
some verv handsohie monumen 
inscriptions are for the most \ 
mon-place, and of course not ^ 
trouble of copying. On entc 
burying-ground the first object 
tracted my attention was a lar^ 
gular enclosure, with a light an 
iron railing running round it 
black and white. It contained si 
Upon these were sundry epitaph 
after recording the names and vii 
of the buried dead, usually subj< 
folio wiug: — * Repose en paix ; 
venir est grav^ dans le coeur d 
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fants>' or * tes parents/ as the case might 
be ; and then this adjuration to the pass- 
ing stranger :— * Priez Dieu pour le repos 
de son &me ' 

In the middle of the cemetery is a mo- 
nument of great height, consisting of four 
open arches, handsomely built, and orna- 
mented at the top with gilt balls and 
crosses. Underneath, within the space 
enclosed by the arches, are several marble 
tombs, where repose the mortal remains of 
the family of the old black General Fre- 
derique, and where I suppose he will him- 
self be laid bye-and-bye. This is the 
loftiest and most gorgeous tomb in the 
cemetery. It was therefore not a little 
amusing to find an inscription upon it 
commencing * Ce modeste monument,* 
&€• Not far from this was a very beau- 
tiful and chaste monument, entirely con- 
structed of white marble ; the top sup- 
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ported by six handsome marble pill 
and the whole enclosed by a neat 
railing. The inscription was as f611< 

* C1*01T 

GNESIME LAFOND, 
N^ t Jacmel le 19 Septembre 1771, mort Lietr 

Colonel le 28 Man, 1829. 
Monument ^rig^ par son epouie Joiephine France 

This is in all probability the moniu 
of a negro ; at all events it is that 
man of negro descent. 

Among the many epitaphs whi< 
read, I saw none so affecting as the 
lowing very simple and melancholy 

* CI-GIT 

MARIE ANTOINETTE RAY. 

A 8Cft cot^t reposent les deux jumeaux morts sitA 
cause de sa perte justement deplor^e.' 

Why will not people use simplicity w 
most of all it chines ? 
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Beside the stone and marble tombs, 
which are numerous and ' orn^s/ there 
are many humbler graves, upon which 
have been planted by the friends of the 
deceased, wooden crosses painted black. 
These are covered with epitaphs in white 
letters, recording short particulars of the 
history of each individual. One was as 
follows. 

'Ici repose t&me de Marie Hipoli, d^^d^c le 25 Septembre 

1834/ 

The writer of this was surely a mate- 
rialist. 

The following instance of humility on 
the part of a husband is worth recording, 
and would be more so, could we suppose 
it to have been intentional. 



* Sacred to the memory of Marie Agathe Lecour, lat* 
Spouse of Henry Simonise, of this town, who departed this 
life, on Wednesday the 12th September, 1821, leaving to 
her deplorable husband the sweet consolation,' &c. 

G 
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This is not a translatioD, — the origini 
in English. 

The cemetery is situated upon a co 
derable eminence to the north-eas 
Jacmel — it is higher than any part of 
town. On the whole I was much pie 
with my visit to this ' place of ton 
which is indeed very diiferent from ^ 
I had expected to find it. 

Mr. Frith informs me, that accor 
to the census lately made by order oi 
Haitian government, the populatioi 
the island amounts to one million : 
this he considers quite an over estin 
He is of opinion that it does not ex 
Jive or sia; hundred thousand. I 
been told that General Borgella, o 
Caycs, perhaps the best informed 
most intelligent of the officials in 
country, estimates the population at i 
hundred and fifty thousand. 
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PROCLAMATION OP THE LAWS. B3 

In the afternoon a drummer passed 
thrc^ugh the street, proclaiming some or- 
dinance of the police or other local autho- 
rities. He was accompanied by a soldier 
with a silver stick or baton. The drsmt^ 
mer spoke in so low a tone, and so ra- 
pidly^ that I could not understabd what 
he said. The ordinance related, it is pro- 
bable, either to the keeping out of the 
streets stray dogs and donkeys, or to the 
licensing of shops, &c. 

Mr. Price, a coloured gentleman, from 
•whom. I have derived much information, 
says that in this manner not only are 
local ordinances and regulations publish- 
ed, but the acts of the legislature also. 
This appears to me a useful expedient, 
and worthy of imitation to a certain ex- 
tent by more civilized nations. Mr. 
Price further informs me, that when a 
proclamation of the President is to be 

G 2 



THE BATTERY. ^5 



Tuesday, January 27th. 

. This morning I rode towards the bat- 
tery, but did not enter it, as I had been 
told that the Haitians take offence at the 
inspection of their fortifications by 
strangers. If this arises from dread of 
making foreigners acquainted with the 
nature of their means of defence, their 
jealousy in the present case serves them 
but in little stead, for two reasons ; — first, 
because I am nothing of an engineer, and 
.secondly, because it must be manifest to 
all who approach it, that the fortification 
hardly deserves the name. There are 
two platforms for the guns, raised one 
above the other. On the lower was 
mounted a single old rusty carronade. 
The upper appeared in better repair, 
though, as far as an ignoramus may 
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offer an opinion, not such as wou^ 
enable it to withstand the broadside of 
the smallest sloop of war. 

When returning home I dismounted, 
and led my horse by the bridle. A black 
man who overtook me wanted ine tore^ 
sign the reins to him, saying in very good 
English, * It does not look well, Sir, ta 
see you leading your horse ; let me take 
hini home for you;* He was' very pcrne- 
vering in his efforts' to preserve iny repo*" 
tation for gentility in the eyes of his 
couatrymen, and ■ I was eqnlly so ' in> 
squiindering it. He gave way lat last,, 
and, as old John Bunyan sa3rBof Apol* 
lyon,^ i'^w him no more.' In the tro*' 
pics black men' always think that whites 
should do bothing f6r thenteelves. * 

Before I rode from Mr. Frith's'tbis 
morning, I bought some fowls for Cap* 
tain Owen from a negro woman. While 
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I was from home, Ma marchande des 
oiseaioc * came back, and re-capturing 
them, handed the price to Curry, the man 
who waits upon me. When, on my re- 
turn, I asked him how he could permit 
so gross a violation of the rules of just 
dealing, he said, ' There was no use in 
contending : the birds were not worth 
the hubbub that must have; ensued.' In 
this instance I am not sure whether he 
feared most the failure of legal support, 
should he persevere in detaining the 
goods, or the terrors of a woman's wrath. 
The latter are sufficiently formidable to 
exoise his fears, and perh£^s even justify 
hia conduct However, had I been at 
home, I should not have yielded my 
rights without a struggle, 

.' • ^ . . • . . I 
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4 p. m. 

The packet from England is off port. 
I have seized the opportunity of writing 
to Jamaica. 

5 p* ni. 

The Thunder is rounding the western 
headland of the harbour : she is just in 
time to reach her anchorage with the last 
of the sea breeze. 

I have seen enough of this place to in* 
terest me in the future welfare of its 
people. If there be a good deal of a 
melancholy caitt in their present condi- 
tion, there is also something to encourage 
hope. I trust I shall yet have it in my 
power to stir up some little interest about 
this people among the christians of other 
lands, and cast my mite into that trea- 
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sury of good which is in store (who can 
doubt it ?) for the island of Haiti. 



January 28th. 

I have been informed that the Roman 
Catholic priest wishes to see me. I shall 
endeavour to call upon him in the after- 
noon. 

I have failed in all my efforts to obtain 
good specimens of sea-shells at this 
place: none but dead shells are to be 
found upon the beach, and it is impossi- 
ble to induce persons to dive for better, 
even by the application of that usually 
influential stimulus, the offer of payment. 
The fact is, they are extremely fearful of 
sharks ; more so, I am persuaded, than 
they need be. I have known divers in 
Jamaica exercise their vocation hun- 
dreds of times, without the occurrence 
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of a single accident. The sharks are 
in fact quite as likely to be afraid 
of the divers, as the divers are of 
them. Besides, the visits of this much- 
dreaded fish are fewer and farther 
between than that notorious falsifier, 
common report, affirms.. A risk how- 
ever to a certain extent, there undoubt- 
edly is ; probably one tenth of what is 
usually imagined; I am therefore suffi- 
ciently well pleased to • think tbat nol one 
is likely to run any for my gratification, 
to reconcile myself to the disappoint- 
ment. 

It is a difficult matter to arrive at 
authentic information respecting the 
number of inhabitants at this place, or 
elsewhere in the island* People differ 
widely in their estimates. I incline to 
think that Jacmel (iontains about" three 
thousand men, women, and childreii. 
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The number at les Cayes must be con- 
siderably greater. 

^ 3 p. m. 

I have just returned from a visit to the 
Padre. He received me and the friends 
who accompanied me, very politely. His 
object, it appeared, was no other than 
to.fTOCwe neui T(istament$ for distribution 
among his people. He requested me to 
obtain as many as I could, and send them 
to him. .This I proipised to do on my 
return to Jamaica.^ I inquired [ whether 
the people could not pay something for 
them ?' He replied, that * some might — 
a small sum.' He appeared to be quite 
anxious aboi^t .the ^latter, and showed 

* At a meedrfg of the committee of the Jamaica Auxi- 
liary Ribte Society, held at Kiqgston soon after the au- 
thor's return, he brought this subject under the notice of 
the, members who were present. He found however that 
Mr. Thompson had, anticipated (lim, and that a grant of 
one hundred Fiench testaments was already on its way to 
the Padrt at JacmeK 
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me a Bible and Testament which he had 
in the^house, (a French Protestant trans- 
lation,) which he highly approved, and 
wished for more of the same kind. The 
edition which he had, was one published 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
This Priest is one of the most liberal, 
(in conversation at least,) with whom I have 
ever had intercourse. He speaks of the 
necessity of nations and governments con- 
forming to the enlightened spirit of the 
times, — commends those nations which 
' were,' he said, * shaking off the tram- 
mels of ignorance arid superstition/ and 
laments * the backward condition,' in 
this respect, of his native country, * poor 
Italy,' as he called it : he said, * I dare 
not circulate the Bible in Italy ; it is a 
prohibited book, unhappily ^ (**heureuse- 
ment.") The Pope,' he added, * is a 
great enemy to the real good of his people. 
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Poor Italy is behind all other nations in 
every excellence,' I proposed to send 
him French tracts upon religious subjects. 
The^e he expressed his willingness to re- 
ceive, only stipulating that they should 
not be of a controversial nature. I pro* 
mised that they should contain a plain 
exposition of the great doctrines of Chris- 
tianity and nothing more.^ 

He then inquired to what denomina- 
tion of Protestants I was attached, and 
on my answering that I was a Minister 
of the Church of England, he asked, 
' what was the difference between my 
religion and that of the Methodists ? 
I informed him that ' our differences were 
chiefly such as related to matters of eccle- 

^ The Author is happy to say that he has been enabled, 
since his arrival in England, to fulfil his promise, the Com- 
mittee of the Religious Tract Society having made him a 
grant for this purpose, of French tracts to the amount 
of jt3 sterling. 
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discipline/- With the man^s 
manner and conversation I have been 
much pleatfed. He certainly does not 
bear a high character ttinong the whites, 
who relate many stories to his disad- 
vantage. Hioug^ there may be (as I 
incline to tbinic t!here are) things reported 
of him which he* does not deserve, 
I saw his * soi-disant ' wife and his 
family of illegitimate children.. What- 
ever be the man's privtste character, one 
thing' is evident— he wishes to circulate 
the Scriptures ; and surely it is our duty 
to make use of the opportunity thuft 
afforded ; for, as I once heard some 
speaker say at a Bible Society Meeting,— 
' We care not whether the Book be circu- 
lated by the agency of human beings, or 
by the mechanism of a steam-engine, pro- 
vided only it gets into the hands of those 
who will read it.' 
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5 Mp. Frith, V Gapt. Owen and myself, 
have been to : call on General Frederique.^ 
On our.amval at his . residence, we 
.foxmd: ^ great man taking his after- 
taoon^s . nap;- Leaving him therefore 
ttx^thr undisturbed enjoyment of it, 
we proceeded to tiKe house of the 
* Captain of the Port. ' This gentleman, 
a Sambo, or dark Mulatto^ we found at 
home,'^ and prepared to receive us with 
that ease and politeness (T speak seriously) 
which I have found to distinguish the 
people of this country almost universally. 
He inquired what degree of credit should 
be given to a report which he had heard 
in the forenoon, * that the Thunder had 
been in search of pirates, and had taken 
several,^ &c. &c. Of course the story 
was contradicted, and its absurdity ex- 
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posed. I find that a similar report is 
current in various parts of the town. 
One man maintains that he witnessed the 
action from the top of a high hill, and 
saw the piratical vessel strike her flag. 

Things in this country have quite a 
topsy turvy^ or a tipsy appearance, at least 
in the eyes of foreigners. It reminds 
one of Teniers' temptation of St. Anthony, 
in which every thing wears a wrong 
aspect, or has got ipto a wrong place. ^ 
Here are to be seen officers in magnifi- 
cent uniforms and deep borders of gold 
lace associated with officers in shabby old 
blue coats, such as no one but a beggar 
would wear in England, with appoint- 
ments of every kind corresponding;— 
troopers with scarlet saddle-cloths and 
leopard- skin-covered holsters, mounted 

' Delphinum sylvis appingit, fluctibus aprum. 

Hor. de art. poet. 
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upon asses— military characters filling 
ci^U stations, and exercising the functions 
of civilians, ex. gr. generals holding the 
offices of judges of the law courts, and 
officers of the customs — harbour-masters, 
colonels in the army — white foreigners 
«»gaged in extensive commercial transac 
tions, and living in the most affluent cir- 
cumstances, in houses which belong (by 
the law of the land) not to them, but to 
their reputed wives — and blacks generally 
where, everywhere else, one is used to see 
whites. Even medical matters are all ^ d^- 
ranges/ Dr. Daly assures me that the 
Haitians seldom come to him to ask his 
advice as to the course proper to be pur- 
sued (even in cases of the most complu 
cated disease), but to inform him of the 
precise nature of the complaint — the part 
where it is situated — the cause, &c. &c., 
and to purchase the true remedy. In other 

H 
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places we hear it recommended to keep the 
head cool, and the feet warm ; here the 
advice is simply inverted. The feet are 
very commonly slip-shod, be the weather 
wet or dry; and the military civiliam^ or 
civU militairey not satisfied with his thick 
helmet, or enormous cap with its para- 
phernalia of tassels, lace, &c., wraps hk 
head in a red or striped Madras kerchief. 

The Haitians are for the most part 
rather under than above the middle size. 
The soldiers would be accounted what I 
believe military officers term * light com- 
pany men.' 

We walked past the jail and the arsenal 
to-day ; neither apparently in a good 
state of repair. Mr. Frith says it is 
customary to hold the courts of assize, 
not at stated periods, as with us, but 
when the jail is full of prisoners. This 
may operate as a serious punishment to 
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men against whom, on their trial, no of- 
fence can be proved. 

There is a very fine brig now at anchor 
m the harbour, belonging to a mercantile 
house at Port-au-Prince : she is to sail 
very soon for Europe ; Antwerp is, I be- 
lieve, her port. I should be glad to take 
passage in her for myself and family, as 
I could get the most comfortable accom- 
modation, and purchase the usual stock 
for a sea-voyage at less than half the 
expense I shall be compelled to incur in 
Jamaica. But it is vain to think of it : 
independently of other considerations, 
there is no intercourse except by ships 
of war between Haiti and Jamaica. By 
the way, I hope the British government 
will soon see the wisdom and expediency 
of repealing the non-intercourse act, espe- 
cially now that slavery has been abolished 
throughout the empire. 

H 2 
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We hi^d a laughable display of 1 
manship this evening. Several o 
of the Thunder procured horses fro 
towns-people, and mounting at 
Frith's door, made a fair start to( 
at speed up the stony precipitous s 
Happily 'no accident occurred, tl 
some of the riders were very near] 
seated. The town, which is usually 
(drumming always excepted,) was 
* frighted from its propriety,' by th 
streperous mirth of the sailors. Tl 
habitants seemed to enjoy the humc 
the scene, and greeted their visitors 
very starting post with shouts of lau| 

Query : Is it not a mischievous ] 
to tax the exports of a country ? A 
coffee which leaves the island pays s 
of one dollar per hundred weight. ( 
is the only production exported t< 
amount worth naming. 
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In the course of the afternoon I sent 
my portmanteau and trunk to the wharf, 
to be put by the first boat on board the 
Thimder. -The custom-house function- 
ary, however, required them to be opened 
for his inspection, and the keys being in 
my possession, he insisted on their being 
lodged at the * Douane Nationale ' until 
my arrival. As soon as 1 heard of their 
detention, I proceeded to the wharf in 
front of the custom-house, and opening 
my trunks, satisfied the officer that they 
contained no article, to the exportation of 
which he could object. I am bound to say 
that the man, a fine military-looking black, 
behaved with delicacy and politeness. He 
said he * hoped I would not feel offend- 
ed — that he was simply performing his 
duty — that he was required to make oath, 
that all goods leaving the place had been 
inspected by himself, &c.' 
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N 

On returning to Mr. Frith's, I found 
there a Roman Catholic gentleman, with 
whom Captain Owen and myself got into 
a long polemical conversation upon the 
doctrines of his church. The subjects of 
controversy were the * celibacy of the cler- 
gy,' and * the infallibility of the church/ 
I endeavoured to make the matter profit- 
able to those who were present, suggesting 
that ' none of us act up to the degree of 
knowledge which we possess ; ' — * of the 
power and willingness of the Saviour to 
impart at once strength and inclination/ 
&c. What was said was heard with at- 
tention becoming the importance of the 
subject ; but the words, I thought, sound- 
ed strange in the listeners' ears. Their 
opportunities must indeed be * few and 
far between .' * ' If they had known even 
now in this their day, the things which 
belong to their peace.'* •* But how 
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shaU they hear without a preacher ; and 
how shall they preach except they be 
sent ? " 



The Thunder, at Sea, 
July 2dth. 



I did not take up my old quarters 
without an adventure after all. About 
an hour before Captain Owen and myself 
went on board, a boat's crew, among 
whom were most of the Thunder^s of- 
ficers ashore, put off for the ship. As 
they were about to leave the wharf, Mr. 
Smith, the third lieutenant, missed his 
footing, and fairly plunged into the water. 
We heard of this mishap, and it afforded 
us much amusement as we walked to the 
wharf. Little did I imagine that the 
same fate was in store for myself. The 



\ 
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wharf is in a state of gpreat ruin, the 
lowest steps in particular^ by which to 
descend to boats moored alongside, are 
almost wanting. Besides, there was a 
heavy swell which made it impossible to 
keep the boat steady. These circum- 
stances, together with the uncertain light 
of the lantern, (it was 10 p. m., and an 
interlunar night,) rendered it no easy mat- 
ter to make the descent in safety. When 
within two feet of the boat*s gunwale, 
supposing the footing to be secure, I at* 
tempted to stand upon a step still lower 
than that which I occupied. This being 
in the ruinous condition I have described, 
gave way beneath my weight, and in a 
moment I was plunged into water about 
ten feet deep. Of course I was soused 
quite over head and ears, and did not rise 
to the top until I had swallowed a full 
idlowance of brine. 
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We have been standing in close to the 
land all day for the purpose of surveying 
the coast. The country presents here, 
is almost every where else, when viewed 
from the sea, an uniform mountainous 
mrface, covered with heavy woods, 
occasionally {rarely would be more 
correct) diversified by the white cot and 
deared patch of land of some solitary 
jettler. 



July 30th. 

No change of scene, except such as 
the varying form of the coast prei^nts. 
We hope to reach lisle de Vache, or its 
neighbourhood at least, to night. 

The high lands upon this part of the 
coast bear a striking resemblance to the 
St. Andrew's Mountains, behind Kings- 
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ton . A tolerably correct notion of their 
form may be had by imagining that which 
a quantity of sand wonld assume if poured 
into conical hills, and long ridges set 
closely together upon an immense sloping 
plain. These remarkable eminences are, 
it is probable, of volcanic origin,^ and 



^ Volcanic eruptions and earthquakes are, as erery one 

knows, of more common occurrence in the torrid than in 
either of the temperate zones. All the West India islands 
are subject to frequent visitations of the latter fearful 
scourge ; while to the former it is not improbable that 
many of them owe their very origin. During the author's 
excursion to Haiti, a quantity of blackish dust fell in va- 
rious parts of the island of Jamaica. It was of almost im- 
palpable fineness, and so abundant as in a few hours to 
cover with a dark coating tables, chairs, side-boards, and 
other articles of furniture in the houses. This dust, when 
submitted to a chemical analysis, proved to be sulphate of 
iron. About two months after the occurrence of this sin- 
gular phenomenon, it was ascertained to have been occa- 
sioned by a severe volcanic eruption, upon the western 
coast of South America. 

The following passage, extracted with some verbal alter- 
ations from a letter which was written by a young man re- 
sident at Granada de Nicaragua to his mother in Jamaica, 
gives an account of this eruption. The subject it of to 
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woxild, I doubt not,, amply recbmpence 
the labour of the geologist in exploring 
them. 

It is a standing rule on board the 
Thunder, not to permit the men who are 
sounding, to sing^ unless the depth exceeds 



interesting a nature, that the author cannot think it ne- 
cessary to apologize for its introduction. 



' Granada de Nicaragua, March 13th, 1835. 

My dear Mother, 

I wrote to you by the Mandeville in December last, but 
harve seceived no answer yet. Since my arrival at this 
place, we have had an eruption of one of the numerous 
volcanoes, called Cosiquini, or Cosiquina, near the coast 
on the South Sea, distant from tiiis place about 250 
miles. This eruption commenced on Friday morning, 
Jan. 16tb, with two shocks of earthquake. These were 
sncceeded by a hollow, rumbling noise under ground, 
which lasted with little intermission until Friday the 23rd. 
About one o'clock in the morning, we were all rouzed out 
of bed by repeated shocks, after which the noise greatly 
iaireased. The explosions of the volcano were repeated 
every four or five minutes, causing all the houses to rock 
to the foundation. At ten o'clock they ceased ; when we 
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five fathoms. This, I have often had 
occasion to remark, is a wise regulation, 
for the change of the leadsman*s tone 
gives immediate notice of approach to 
danger, and thus time is afforded to take 

perceived the air to be filled with a quantity of lulphuroai 
dust. This thickened every succeeding hour. At twelve, 
the lun was quite obscured by it. At one or half-past 
one in the afternoon, all wot dark at midnight ; candles 
were lighted in the houses, and lamps in the streets. It 
was painful to open one's eyes, owing to the quantity of 
duit with which they were immediately filled. The cbaop 
of temperature was also very remarkable. From haviof 
been warm and sultry, the atmosphere became disagreea- 
bly cold, and produced a sensation such as is experienctd 
on the approach of ague. Many of the inhabitants were 
taken sick, as much it would seem from terror, as from 
the poisonous air they breathed. They put off their 
■hoes and stockings, ran to the Church, and seising upon 
the imageH of their saints, carried them through the town, 
calling upon the senseless statues to intercede vrith God in 
their t>ehalf, that the calamity might be averted. When 
they found that the dust instead of diminishing in quan- 
tity thickened more and more, they began to be akrmed 
for the safety of the saints ( and replacing them, took 
up large stones in their stead, walking up and down the 
ntreets with them on their heads and crying aloud to the 
Virgin to pray for them. 
The next day (Saturday,) the light was no better than 
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the necessary precautions. We are now 
(3 p. m.) passing through a group of 
small green islets situated from half-a- 
mile to three miles from the main land. 
These the French call ^Cayes.' They 
do not appear to be inhabited, though 

twilightf and not until Monday did the sun shine bright 
again. On the succeeding Wednesday, we had a slight 
•hower of rain, when the dust ceased to fall. Even now 
however, we are annoyed with it when there is a brisk 
wind. It is blown off the leaves of the trees, and the 
roofs of the houses in abundance. 

In some places nearer the volcano there were three days 
of complete darkness. At Leon many birds were found 
dead in the yards, and the dust at that place measured full 
four inches. A great number of our horses and horned stock 
have died, suffocated by the quantity of dust they were 
forced to swallow. Wild animals, deer for example, came 
into many of the towns, thus fleeing to man as their pro • 
lector in the time of danger. The explosions were so 
ievere» and the dust so thick, that in some places people 
could scarcely stand or breathe. The dust was quite hot, 
as if it had recently left the mouth of a furnace. Quan- 
tities of gravel and stones were also thrown to incredible 
distances.' 

The information conveyed in the foregoing extract, is 
derived Arom so respectable a source, that the author be- 
lieves he may vouch for its veracity. 
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on one we saw a kind of rough wooden 
shed, raised, it is probable, by fisher- 
men from the main land, as a temporary 
shelter while engaged in the pursuit of 
their calling. 



5 p. ID* 

We have just anchored under the lee 
of a small island, * Caye d'orange,' at 
the entrance of the harbour of Port 
Louis. Port Louis seems to be, at a 
distance of three or four miles, a neat, 
cleanly-looking town with several good 
houses ; I did not obtain a nearer view of 
it; but such was its appearance at the 
above- mentioned distance. It was, I 
have been informed, one of the chief 
stations of the French West India 
squadron under the old 'regime.' The 
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■^ort of St. Louis, situated upon a smaU 
sland, and formerly a place of great • 
itrength, is now quite a ruin. There 
s however a semi-circular battery on 
he mainland to the westward of the 
Town, in tolerable repair, as far at least 
Ls it was possible to judge from our 
mchorage. The view of the shore wind- 
ng to the eastward, the far off moun- 
:ains displaying every conceivable variety 
Df light and shade, and.no less than five 
different distances^ the nearest dark blue, 
the next somewhat lighter, and so on to 
the last scarcely distinguishable from 
the grey sky above it with its piles of 
fleecy clouds ; — the bold sweep of the 
harbour in front of us, and the no less 
magnificent one of the adjacent bay of 
* Aquin,' studded thick with islets clothed 
to the water's edge, aye and beyond it, 
with verdure of a freshness and richness 



112 MAGNIFICENT SCBNBRT. 

unknown to European scenery ; — tb^ 
pretty little town of Port Louis;— and | 
superadded to all the rich golden light of 
the setting sun, (the sun of the tropici,) 
formed altogether one of the most 
romantic prospects that I suppose tl^ 
world could afford ; I have never seen 
any thing half so splendid. Indeed I 
can only give a bare enumeration of the 
objects which united to form this admi* 
rable combination of the sublime and 
beautiful. Of the mode and proportion 
of their grouping I can give no idea, 
nor could any be formed by mere 
description. 

January 31st. 

I landed 6arly this morning upon 
** le caye d' orange" to look for shells, 
and if possible to shoot some of the nu- 
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merous sea-birds which I saw from the 
ship upon the island and circumjacent sea. 
The latter however, were too wild to per- 
mit my approaching them. Once I got 
nearly within reach of a pelican (of which 
there were several) , but he rose from the 
water and made out to sea before I could 
accomplish my purpose. Mr. Smith 
has obligingly fiirnished me with the 
skin of one which he had the good 
fortune to procure. 

At ten o'clock we weighed anchor and 
stood along shore, between V isle de Vache 
and the mainland, in water sometimes 
very shoal, sometimes of considerable 
depth. Surveying-ships are compelled to 
incur risks to which other vessels are but 
seldom exposed. The nature of the 
service is such as to require their keeping 
close to the coast, — a continual ** look 
out*' and constant sounding are therefore 

I 
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indiqiensable. Frequeady it becasie 
^lecessary in water shoaling suddenly 
from seven or eight fathoms to six, 'fivTi 
and four, *' to keep the ship away," or 
to put her about at a moment's warning. 
I have seen the breakers more than once 
ahnost under the ship's bows, and yet no 
mischance occurred, so admirable was 
the discipline on board, and so prompt 
the execution of measures necessary for 
our safety. 

At 3 p. m. this evening we anchored 
close to our old station off ** Y islede 
Vache/* six miles from Cayes. 



Sunday, Feb. lit. 



I am quite pleased to find that none of 
our ship*s company leave the vessel to- 
day. Thus while the inhabitants of the 
town in our neighbourhood are spending 
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in amusement or worldly occupation, if 
not worse, the hallowed hours of the 
Lord's day, we have a quiet opportunity 
of attending to .the services of religion 
and the worship of Grod. 

9 p. m. 

I lectured to-day upon " the Lord's 
Prayer," dwelling more especially upon 
the petition, ** Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven." I said something of 
the occasion which brought us together 
in an armed ship^ and observed what a 
happy time it would be for the world 
** when nations should learn war no 
more*' — when every species of violence 
should cease, and the only contention be 
who should love the Redeemer most, and 
serve Him best. The crew were pleas- 
ingly attentive. 

I 2 
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In the evening we read *' Leightoi 
life*' in the Captain's cabin. The stc 
of the Syrophenician woman was al 
read and explained. The sabbath I 
I trust passed with some little profit. 

Captain Owen wrote on Satm'day eve 
ing to Mr. Towning, (to whom he M 
the mail brought by the English packet 
Jacmel,) informing him of our re-arriv 
and that he and I would breakfast wi 
him at eight o'clock to-morrow mor 
ing. 



Lea Cayei, February 2nd, 12 p. m 

At six o'clock this morning we lefk t 
Thunder — Captain Owen, two of I 
officers, Mr. Lynch and myself. V 
found Mr. Towning and Mr. Robe] 
waiting at the house of the latter in e 
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pectation of our arrival, and having 
horses ready for us to ride into the 
country* I had a commission from the 
gun-room officers to purchase fowls, 
eggs, yams, &c.,' which I immediately 
set about executing. This occupied half 
an hour. We then proceeded to call 
upon General Borgella. Not finding him 
at home, we rode to Mr. Towning's 
country residence, where we found a 
hospitable meal prepared for us ; no 
ordinary luxury after rowing for two 
hours right in the teeth of the cold 
land-wind. Having breakfasted and 
walked over Mr. Towning's extensive 
distillery, we returned to Cayes and paid 
a visit to the General. He received 
us with the most marked attention. 
When we saw him, at the period of our 
former visit, his bearing towards us, 
though polite, was somewhat reserved and 
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ceremonious, as if he did not perfecdj 
understand Captain Owen^a intentioBi. 
Nothing however of this kind was mani- 
fested in the present interview— we wen 
shaken by the hand ** k Panglaise/' and 
greeted with much cordiality. 

Borgella is a well-looking gentlemanly 
person y perhaps three or four and fifty 
years of age. He told ua that he bad 
served in the French anhy before the 
revolution. I have heard from other 
quarters, that he threw up his commiasion 
and joined the standard of the ** inde* 
genes" under cirounstanees highly ho- 
nourable to his character. Thou^ con- 
scious of the perfidy of the French, and 
alive to the ruin in which they perversely 
strove to involve the country, it was long 
before he could make up his mind to 
abandon their cause ; and when at 
length he did so, it was in aa open 
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tod manly a manner as a necessary 
r^ard for his personal safety would 
permit ' 

. I am happy to have it in my power 
to adorn my pages with the following 
pleasing anecdote of General Borgella.-~ 
In February, 1812, Sir James Yeo, then 
commanding the Southampton, cap- 
tured a large Haitian frigate filled with 
soldiers, which he carried into Port 
Royal, Jamaica. This frigate belonged 
to Borgella and his adherents, and had 
been taken by thenx from Christophe 
the black tyrant — ^she had a regiment on 
board, which she was engaged in trans- 
porting from one part of the island to 
another. — Borgella hipiself was absent 
from the place where his command lay 
when the news of the capture was bruited 
ashore. As the slaughter on board the 
Haitian frigate had been very great, the 
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fury of Borgella's party was excited 
to the utmost. They seized the Eng- 
lish residents, and marched them to 
an open space of ground, intending 
to put them to death forthwith. It is 
even said that cartridges had been de- 
livered to the troops who were to shoot 
them. A dispute however took place 
among the officers, respecting some point 
of etiquette, and the delay resulting 
occasioned a reprieve to the hapless 
foreigners. At this juncture Borgella 
arrived, and his very first act was to order 
the instant liberation of the English and 
the restoration of their property. He 
knew that they had not been parties to 
Sir James Yeo's proceeding, and he was 
too upright and too humane to permit 
them to suflfer for the guilt of another. 
Such was the conduct of a native of 
Haiti, a descendant of the maltreated 
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.and much-abused Africans.^ All that I 
have heard of this chief has been to his 
advantage — every one sounds his praise. 
Should he survive Boyer it is probable 
he will fill the Presidential seat, for no 



^ The following is a brief account of the capture of Ge- 
neral Borgella's frigate. 

On the second of February, while the Southampton lay 
at anchor in the harbour of Port au Prince, intelligence 
arrived that a ship of war was cruising on the coast 
under Haitian colours, but not those of either Chris- 
tophe or Peiion. Sir James Yeo immediately put to sea 
Id quest of the stranger, whom he soon discovered not 
far from the island of Gonaives. Hailing her, he in- 
sisted that she should accompany him to Port Royal, 
" in order that M. Borgella's right to fit out armed ves- 
sels for 'sea might be investigated by the British Admiral 
on the Jamaica station." This imperious and unrea- 
sonable demand being resisted, the Southampton opened 
her fire upon the recusant. The a£fair terminated in 
ifavour of the former, but not until a frightful slaugh- 
ter had been committed among the crowded and undisci- 
plined crew of her opponent. The only excuse put forward 
by Sir James Yeo's apologists for this barbarous exercise of 
power \b, that "he had no orders to respect any Haitian 
flag, except Christophe's and Petion's;" and that * ' the armed 
stranger might have been fitted out for piratical purposes. 
*-See James's Naval History, vol. vi. p. 109. 



$t 
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Other man in the island is so uni^ 
favourite. I could not but r^^a 
with fe^ngs of respect, and con 
myself highly honoured in being pei 
to converse with one who is, with* 
aggeration, an ornament to human 

Having walked over the greab 
of the town we returned at one oV 
Mr. Towning's. His carriage 
readiness to take us into the a 
We ^et out accordingly to visit t 
French estate of ** Laborde/* fc 
belonging to a Count of that nan 
is now in possession of a 8on-in« 
General Rigaud, the leader of the 
of colour in their war with the 
The proprietor's name is ** Borlo^ 

As we passed along the road, 
on the whole was better than 
expected to find it, — indeed p 
enough, with the exception of occ 
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loose stones and a few rutSi we employed 
oursdves in an attentive survey of the 
stutounding country. The fences on 
bidier side, constructed for the most part 
of logwood, were in tolerable order. As 
the road stretched away hefore us for 
miles without winding, we had ample 
opportunity of contemplating the lofty 
nKOuii tains of ** La Hotte, *' which formed 
the distant boundary of the landscape. 
The logwood with its j^How flowers and 
the still loftier trees behind it, many of 
tiiem in full and beautiful blossom, con- 
stituted the rich fore-ground. 

We passed several ^* plantain wdUcSj* 
and some cane*pieces in far better 
order than any I had before seen in 
Haiti. One very neat cottage dose to 
die road-side particularly attracted our 
notice.. Mi*. Towning informed us that 
it b^oi^ed, together with a fi^w acres of 



124 CTLTIVATIOtf. 

land adjacent, to a native who afforded a 
praise-worthy example of industry and 
perseverance. After building his own neat 
and substantial residence, he had erected 
a number of smaller cottages around it 
These he had induced his friends and 
acquaintance to occupy, upon condition 
of their assisting him in the cultivation 
of his farm. I never saw canes in better 
condition or more thriving than his. A 
still larger property at the opposite side 
of the road looked pretty well also— -the 
fences good, and the canes healthy and 
vigorous. The entire plain of les Cayes 
is intersected by roads similar to that 
along which we travelled. These were 
formed by the French, and cross each 
other at right angles. Thus there was 
ample and ready communication between 
the different sugar plantations, with 
which the plain was crowded. The plain 
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V Ciayes contained formerly no less than 
ft^ hundred and six flourishing estates. 
We were witnesses of an instance of 
Haitian manners, which is worth record- 
ing. A party of horsemen passed us 
on the road, mounted upon the usual 
wretched little ponies of the coimtry. 
They were all more or less intoxicated 
and could with difficulty retain their seats 
in the saddle. Several times they dropped 
their hats and handkerchiefs, and such 
was their laziness, that rather than dis- 
mount they brought their horses round by 
means of the bit, as near as possible to 
where the fallen articles lay, and with sup- 
plejacks and hooked sticks endeavoured to 
fish them up again. In some instances 
the attempt was persevered in for a con- 
siderable time, the lifted hat frequently 
falling to the ground, when almost within 
the owner's grasp. We were afforded 
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much amusement by the tcene, and en- 
joyed a hearty laugh at these specimeiii 
of Haitian indolents. Mr. Towning told 
us afVerwardSy that they were retuning 
from CayeSy where they had been to hn/ 
masses for the soul of some departed rds- 
tive. For these they had paid the Firieit, 
and having some surplus money, bad 
expended it on rum. 

The estate of ^^ Laborde, '' situated 
about ten miles from the sea-coast, is 
one of the most beautiful and capabk 
properties I ever beheld— perhaps the 
most so. Assuredly Jamaica can boast 
of nothing like it. On entering we 
found ourselves in a green savannah 
stretching away to the right and left, and 
in front, far as the eye could reach. 
This magnificent meadow was carpetted 
with the freshest verdure, springing from 
a rich black loam, than which nothing 



BSTATB OF '^ LABO|U)]|," 127 

could be better adapted to the cultivation 
vi the sugar-cane or any oth^ b^pical 
production. All around us were clumps 
of trees of the most picturesque beauty, 
tfa^ dark rMssive foliage contrasting 
admirably with the lighter and livelier* 
hue of the grass. The whole prospect 
bore no unapt resemblance to an exten- 
sive park belonging to some wealthy land- 
owner in England. Had there been deer I 
might have fancied myself transported 
across the Atlantic. At the distance of a 
nule or two the savannah terminated in a 
grove of trees, through which having 
passed, we entered another savannah of 
equal beauty and extent. Here we saw 
the ruins of one of the sets of sugar- 
works — the property had formerly three. 
A third savannah succeeded, in the 
middle of which is situated the dwelling 
of the present owner, who resides close to 
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wfmt were onee the chief worfct on 
phntatioo. The land <rrer whidi 
peflted was perfectljr lerd^ not a hil 
tweltre inches high to be seen, and tt 
an extent almost incredible. Of 
land ^' Laborde ^ contains ei^ht thou, 
acres^ and prodnced, when in posset 
of the French proprietor, fifteen kun 
hog$head$ of 0Ugar. The sets of w 
had each two water-wheels. The i 
c^trcam was conducted along a stone a 
duct supported by lofty arches, whici 
saw running half round the estate, a 
tance of several miles. The expeni 
erecting such a work as this must 
been enormous, but it was done at a 
when a prodigal outlay of the sweat 
blood of human beings was a matt 
little moment. 

It is impossible to convey a coi 
i(li*a of the scene of desolation prose 
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by the sugar*works which we visited. — 
Extensive ranges of buildings — more like 
the ruins of a little town than any thing 
else, — mill, trash, and boiling-houses — 
still and curing-houses — shops of arti- 
zans, carpenters' shops, smithies, coop- 
erages — sugar refineries — in short, every 
kind of building which the whole process 
of expressing, boiling, curing, and refin- 
ing the sugar could require, utterly deso- 
late—roofless, and in some places half 
fallen in. Mr. Borlouse, the proprietor, 
makes a few tierces of molasses, which 
Mr. Towning purchases from him, and 
converts into rum. 

A worn-out mill patched up in bad 
style, is set a-going, and the cane-liquor 
runs into a set of old French coppers, in 
a boiling-house half imroofed, and lum- 
bered with a variety of articles used in 
former days. This slight indication of 



I 
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industry wore in our eyes a melancholy 
aspect, and served but to cast a deeper 
shade of gloom upon the wreck around. 
Mr. Towning told me that when he 
arrived in the island, about four or five 
years after the expulsion of the French, 
the Negroes were active and industrious, 
and continued for several years steadily 
to pursue the occupations to which their 
masters had trained them. He said, ' I 
could then procure cane-hole diggers, 
or cane-cutters or mill-feeders, or boiler 
and stiller-men, as many as I wanted ; 
but the rising generation have been 
brought up in no such habits of regular 
employment : they are therefore a lazy, 
idle set.' This testimony from a man of 
Mr. Towning's experience, I consider 
well worthy of notice. It proves that 
the Negro, like every other human being, 
is the child of habit ; if well brought up, 
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le will exhibit the same steady industrious 
conduct that men under similar circum- 
stances do everywhere ; if left destitute of 
proper instruction, he will be equally in- 
clined to indolence and idleness. 

The style in which the proprietor of 
' Laborde * lives, is quite in keeping with 
the ruinous condition of his property. 
This however, is rather his misfortune 
Ijian his fault. The difficulty of procu- 
ring labourers (indeed servants of any 
kind) is great, and even when this has 
been overcome, they work so irregularly, 
wui ia a manner so slovenly and indif. 
ferent, that the greatest mental energy 
^nd bodily activity are necessary on the 
part of the master to the successful pur- 
suit of his business. Mr. Towning's 
^tablishment has attained its present 
prosperous condition solely from the 
unintermitted exertions of the proprietor. 

K2 



laS FEMALB RIDER. 

Having seen every thing of interest 
about the extensive works of * Laborde,' 
even the coat of arms of the Count La- 
borde, raised in bas-relief on one of the 
lofty walls, we took our departure, re- 
turning through the same rich savannahs 
by which we came. In these we noticed^ 
some half dozen horned cattle, and as 
many miserable little ponies ; all else was 
the untamed luxuriance of nature. As 
we drove homewards, we were overtaken 
by a black damsel upon a very spirited 
little horse, which she managed with an 
ease and freedom truly admirable. Her 
saddle was a common pack-saddle, with- 
out stirrup. She passed us, putting her 
horse to a gallop, and seated as firmly 
and gracefully as any rider in the world. 

By the road-side not far from Mr. 
Towning's, was the largest pig, without 
exception, that I have ever seen. It was 
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really not much smaller than an ordinary 
sized ass. 

In the evening we sat down to dinner 
at Mr. Towning's hospitable table, with 
a party of gentlemen whom our host had 
invited to meet us. After dinner the 
conversation became animated and agree* 
able. There were some German gen- 
tlemen present, from whom I had much 
V useful information respecting their native 
country. The subjects of conversation 
were the literature and learned men of 
Europe. I do not mean to say that very 
brilliant or very profound remarks were 
elicited from anybody ; but there certain- 
ly was a fair average proportion of both 
information and intelligence — more, I 
should say, than in the generality of 
mixed companies in Jamaica. 
, A gentleman of colour, who occupied 
the seat at the foot of the table, broached 
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an opinion which deserves the praise of 
originality at leasts viz. ^that no man 
could thoroughly understand in what 
liberty consists, who could not speak 
English/ 

An anecdote which Mr. Towning told 
us in the course of the evening is worth 
recording. Having been compelled from 
stress of weather, or some other cause, 
to land upon a part of the coast where he 
was unknown, the inhabitants of a little 
village in the neighbourhood immediately 
arrested and conveyed him to the black 
commandant, to give an account of him' 
self. No sooner had he mentioned hb 
name, than the great man eagerly inquired 
whether he was the famous rum-distiller, 
and being answered in the affirmative, 
embraced him with exclamations of de- 
light, such as ' Ah ! le galant homme, le 
brave homme,* &c. He then declared 
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that be should meet with no further mo- 
lestation, set him down to a comfortable 
meal, and provided him with horses to 
carry him home. 

About ten o'clock we all walked into 
Cayes to sleep. I accompanied Mr. Blu- 
menthaly one of the German gentlemen, 
to his house, where I had a comfortable 
bed provided for mc» 

As we passed along the principal 
street, we were challenged by sentries at 
the various military posts. These oc- 
curred three or four times within a dis- 
tance of a single mile. To the challenge 
*qui vive?' my companion invariably 
replied * indegenes,' after which we were 
allowed to proceed. 

I was informed this morning that the 
school at Cayes, which is limited, to the 
children of military officers, contains 
about thirty scholars, who receive in- 
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Atruction in the first rudiments of learn- 
ing merely. 

The policy of the government is to 
discourage the instruction of the lower 
classesi who are in a pitiable state of ig- 
norance. Even Borgella, the most intel* 
ligent of the native chiefs, appears to 
think that it would be an unwise measure 
to bestow the boon of education upon 
those whose station in life is that of la- 
bour and dependence. This unhappy 
prejudice would be best overcome by 
communicating a knowledge of what has 
l)een done in other countries. Such 
knowledge, it is obvious, neither Bor- 
gella nor his compatriots can acquire, 
unless the active good offices of enlight- 
ened foreigners are exerted in their 
behalf. 
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The Thunder, at Sea, 
Feb. 3d. 



At eight o'clock this morning we em- 
barked on board the Thunder, and pre- 
sently weighed anchor and put to sea. 
We soon doubled the western headland, 
and lost sight of the harbour of Cayes. 
- About three. Captain Owen and one 
of his ofBcers landed on part of the 
coast, to take * afternoon sights.' We 
perceived some men on horseback ap- 
proach the beach, and enter into con- 
versation with the officers aad boat's 
crew. Their bearing appeared to be 
civil and respectful. Far from attempt- 
ing to offer interruption to the progress 
of the observations, they looked on with 
pleased curiosity at what was going 
forward. This I think worth noting, 
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as it is a proof of the quiet and peaceable 
disposition of the people. Here was a 
white foreigner with his boat's crew, 
landed upon their coast, and setting up 
an apparatus, the purpose of which they 
could not comprehend, and yet no im- 
pediment is thrown in his way, although 
alarm on their part, as in the instance 
formerly mentioned,* would have been 
very excusable, particularly at the pre- 
sent juncture. 

Captain Owen afterwards told me that 
he had endeavoured to explain the nature 
of his operations, with which explana- 
tion, whether they understood it or 
not, they appeared to be perfectly 
satisfied. Were it possible that such a 
circumstance coidd happen in England, 
(it might have happened some centuries 
ago,) I do not think the inhabitants 

* See page 4. 
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would have been so forbearing. It is 
sometimes useful, in order to our form- 
ing a just estimate of the conduct of 
others, to consider what would be our 
own were we placed in their circum- 
stances. 

6 p. m. 

We ride at anchor close in with the 
shore, and abreast of one of the small 
hamlets which are of frequent occur- 
rence along this part of the coast. 

The whole line of coast between Les 
Cayes and Tiburon is populous compared 
with an equal portion of any part of 
Jamaica, — mountain settlements and 
villages occurring at very short intervals. 
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AtSeAy February 4tb, aftenoon. 

We have made but litde progress since 
morning. The wind, which was fair and 
promised to be steady, died away as the 
day advanced, an effect attributable, it is 
probable, to the frequent showers which 
darkened on the windward horizon. 
These sometimes passed away to leeward 
without crossing the vessel's track ; more 
frequently however they expended their 
contents upon us, at once impeding our 
progress, and rendering the decks and 
every thing upon them wet and comfort- 
less. Nothing can be more disagreeable 
at sea than rainy weather, (stormy 
weather excepted,) and what is of more 
importance, nothing more injurious to the 
health of the seamen, the nature of whose 
duties exposes them to its full influence. 
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Again we have cast anchor for the 
night/ and enjoy, if not the anticipation 
of rapid advancement homewards, that 
at least of undisturbed repose. 



Feb. 5th. 



A fine fresh breeze and from the right 
quarter — ship bowling along (as sailors 
say) at the rate of eight and nine knots. 



3 p. m. 

At length we have doubled the head- 
land which concealed from view Cape 
Tiburon, the south-western extreme of 
Haiti. The shore is here very bold and 
precipitous, so that a vessel might almost 
strike her bowsprit upon the rocks 
before the lead indicated any material 
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diminution in the depth of water. The 
various distances of the adjacent pro- 
montories, some receding, others advanc- 
ing far into the ocean, render the scene 
strikingly picturesque. The effect is in no 
small degree heightened by the vivid green 
of their bitshy covering, and the no less 
beautiful purple of the waters which ripple 
at their base. 

Feb. Cth, afternoon 

Sounding all morning in hopes of 
finding a sunken sand-bank said to bo 
situated in the track of vessels outward 
bound to Jamaica. We have bid fare- 
well to Haiti, and should we be unabk' 
to find the object of our search shall 
probably arrive at Port Royal tomorrow. 

In approaching the termination of my 
cruise and my ** log," I desire in the 
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first place to express my gratitude to 
God, who has mercifiiUy ** kept*' me 
** by his power and goodness, " and 
brought me with a measure of renovated 
health thus far on my way to my dear 
wife and children. From all the officers 
of the Thunder I have met with great 
and uniform kindness, and I will ven* 
ture to say, that a more agree- 
ble company of gentlemen cannot be 
found in any ship of his Majesty's 
navy. To my dear friend Mr. Allen 
and to Captain Owen I owe an especial 
debt of gratitude, which unlike other 
debts, is best repaid by its sincere ac- 
knowledgment. 

On a careful review of all that I have 
witnessed during my visit to Haiti, the 
following are the general impressions 
left upon my mind. I shall note them 
in a very few words. The country is 
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one of the richest and most beautiful 
under the sun. The people, from a va- 
riety of imhappy circumstances concur- 
ringi are in a low state of civilization, 
but they are a well-disposed, quiet people, 
very kind and very hospitable, and ca- 
pable of as great advances in every moral 
and intellectual attainment as any I am 
acquainted with.^ Than their religious 
condition, nothing can be more afflict- 

' Before the Author closes his little narrative, he cannot 
omit to mention the following rare instance of humanity 
and courage displayed by a Haitian woman in circum- 
stances of the most appalling danger. 

On the tenth of June 1770, the town of Port-au-Prince 
was utterly overthrown by a dreadful earthquake. From 
one of the falling houses the inmates had fled, except a 
negro woman, the nurse of her master's infant child. She 
would not desert her charge, though the walls were even 
then giving way. Rushing to its bedside she stretched 
forth her arms to enfold it. The building rocked to its 
foundation ! — the roof fell in 1 Did it crush the hapless 
pair 7 The heavy fragments fell indeed upon the woman. 
but the infant escaped unharmed, for its noble protectress, 
extending her bended form across the body, at the sacri- 
fice of her own life preserved her charge from destruction ! 
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ing. When the day comes, (for come 
we know it will,) in which ** the Sun 
of Righteousness shall rise " upon the 
island of Haiti, a new and striking 
proof will be afforded of the singular 
propriety of scriptiwe language in de- 
scribing the spiritual condition of fallen 
man. ** The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light : they 
that dwell in the land of the shadmo 
of deaths upon them hath the light 
shined. " Isaiah ix. 2. 

I greatly desire, and perhaps my wish 
may yet be gratified, should it please God 
to spare my life, to revisit this interesting 
country at a future day, meantime I de- 
sire still more earnestly to stir up some 
interest in its behalf among those in- 
habitants of a more favoured land, who 
being able, cannot he unwilling to bestow 
upon it the best of all blessings — in- 

L 
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stniction in that ** righteousness '* w 
'' exalteth a nation. *' 



. Feb. 7th, 1 1 a 

Abreast of Yallah's Point, and 
fair way to reach Port Royal in 
afternoon. 



Half-past two, p. 

Running along the starboard sid( 
the President frigate, having Sir Ge< 
Cockburn*s flag hoisted at the fon 
Again, through God's mercy, I Y 
Kingston and home before me. 
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During the Author*s stay at Jacmel, 
he was informed of the existence of a 
small congregation of Wesleyan Metho- 
dists at Port-au-Prince, under the charge 
of Mr. S. D. Bauduy, a^ coloured native 
of the island, brother-in-law of M. Jou- 
bert, Secretary of State of Haiti. To 
this gentleman he addressed a letter, re- 
questing information concerning the moral 
and religious condition of his countrymen. 
Mr. Bauduy in his reply, after making some 
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observatioTis of a general nature, stated 
that he was suffering under severe in- 
disposition, and that he found some 
difficulty in expressing himself in English, 
but that he hoped to write more satis- 
factorily at a future period. His second 
letter the Author received after his return 
to Jamaica. As it tends to confirm the 
statements set forth in the foregoing 
pages, and furnishes evidence of the 
tolerant character of the Haitian Go- 
vernment, but especially as it points 
out an admirable method of introduc- 
ing a knowledge of the saving truths 
of the Gospel among the most benighted 
and most injured people on the face of the 
globey he has thought it of sufficient im- 
portance to lay before the Christian 
Public of Britain. 

He presents it without any correction 
of the slight inaccuracies of the writer's 
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style, believing that it will thus carry 
with it the greater interest. To the 
passage printed in italics he invites par- 
ticular attention. 



Portau-Prince, Feb. 19th, 1835. 

Reverend and Dear Sir, 

Your epistle on the 24th of last month 
was duly received. I regret that circum- 
stances prevented me to write to you 
when I received your's, and since the few 
lines which I wrote then were sent, the 
fever laid hold of me, so I could not 
write earlier than 1 now do. I thank 
you for your kindness in writing to me, 
and shall at any time be happy to hear 
from you and from all those who are 
employed in the vineyard of the Lord 
our common Master. 
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The people of this island are without 
moral and religion ; and this can easily 
be proved by their own words and actions. 
A great many do not care how they get 
money, provided they get it. All kinds 
of vices are in use, and some are not 
ashamed to say their religion is what they 
like best ; so whatever they like is their 
religion. Most of them may well be 
called honest Pagans. 

There were in this town, about eighteen 
years ago, two Wesleyan Missionaries. 
They preached at several places in the 
mountains, plains, and small towns, and 
established a society here. In 1818 the 
first persecution arose, when President 
Boyer went to the South of this Island, 
and during his stay there, the Mission- 
aries were much molested, and on the 
President's return, as they could not ob- 
tain any assurance of protection , through 
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encouragement from the President, they 
thought it best to leave this place. Ever 
since their departure from Haiti till 1824, 
the Society was publicly persecuted and 
imprisoned. In 1824 I left Haiti by in- 
vitation of the Missionary Committee, 
and during my absence a great change 
took place^ which I believe happened at 
the emigration from the United States. 
On my return I found the Society in full 
possession of religious privileges, and we 
ever since are protected by the laws, as 
well as . the Magistrates of the countr}'. 
They cannot persecute us openly, and if 
any wicked people wish to disturb us they 
come by night, standing at a distance, 
and when they have thrown one or two 
stones on the roof of our preaching- 
house, they go away fearing to be seen. 

We are only two Wesleyan Ministers 
in this Island. I have in my former 
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informed you of Mr. Tindall's coming 
to this Island at Port-au-Plaat, to labour 
amongst the American emigrants. There 
are two congregations in this town, one 
American and the other Native.* There 
are also a few Baptists, but they meet 
with the Methodists. 

The laws and government are not 
against any denomination, but in favour 
of all, and the laws will not only protect 
religious meetings, but their Ministers also. 
Our laws are positive on these points. 

/ believe that one of the best plana 
which could be adopted to introduce 
religious principles throughout this land 
would be the establishing of schools by 
the approbation of the Government. The 
teachers who may be sent out for that 
purpose would find both opportunity to 
instruct children y and preach the glad 
tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ. 
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There are no charity-schools in this 
country. 

If your friends in England were willing 
to begin with an establishment of this 
kind, and were they disposed to know 
the President's mind on this subject, I 
would cheerfully communicate to him 
what documents soever they would send 
for that purpose. 

Finally brother, pray for me. May 
the Lord Jesus, your God, bless you 
abundantly, and make you happy in the 
full enjoyment of his grace. 

Your's in the Lord, 

S. D. Bauduy. 

7b Rev, S. ly. Hanna, Kingston, Jamaica. 
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